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TO THE CHRISTIAN READER. 


Hereas many, deſirous of re- 

ſolutiõ in ſome points hand - 

led in this learned Diſcourſe, 

were earneſt tohaue it copi - 

ed out; to cafe ſo many la- 
N bours,ithath beene thought 

moſtworthy and very neceſſary to be printed: 

that not only they might be ſatisfied, but the 

whole Church alſo hereby edified. The rather, 

becauſe it will free the Author from che ſuſpi- 

cion of ſome errours, which hee hath beene 

thought to haue favoured, VVho might well | 

haue anſwered with Cremutius in Tacitus, © Ver- Lib. 4. Ana. 

ba mea arguuntur, adeò factoruminnocens ſum. Cer. 

tainely, the event ofthat time, wherein hee li- 

ved ſhewed that to bee true, which the ſame 

b Author ſpake ofa worſe, Cui deerat inimicus, „Lib. x- hid. 

per amicos o/ preſſus; and that there is not minus ni A- 

periculum ex magna ſama, udn ex mals, But hee bis. 

ET 2 hath | he 


— * 


hath ſo quit himſelfe,that all may fes how Age: 
was fidof l, donde. 
tis aliorum in ipſam gloriam præct ps agebatur. Tou- 
ching whom Iwill ſay no more, but that which 
my Author ſaid of the ſame man, lutegriratem, 
Cc intanto viro rr ferre, injuria virtutum fnerit. But 

as of all other his vritings, ſo ofthis Iwill adde 
#Lib. that, whichd/elleius ſpake in commendation of 
Fo, Nemo fut, qui mag is, que agenda erant, curaret, 
me Ulla oflentarionedgendi. So not doubting; 
Good Chriſtian Reader, ofthy aſſent herei a, 
burwiſhing thy favourable acceptance of this 
worke, (which will bee an inducement to ſer 


forch others of his learned labours) Itake my 5 
lea ue; from Cox vs ChRISTIi Cor LEOA df | 


in Oxro xn the 6.offuly. 16142. * 
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TP The wicked doth campaſſe abbut the righteous ; a: 
ö . judgement doth proceede, 


xe on the better nhatifeſtzebon of the 
T. Prophets meaning in this place, 
N] wearchiſttoconfider the wicked, 
>= & ofwhom he faith, that bey can. 
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FE SO proceederh, Touching the firſt there are we | 
kindes of wicked mE,of whom, in the fift of the former 
to the Corinthians, the blefſed Apoſtſe ſpeaketh thus: , Cor. 
Doe pee not iindge them that are within? Bat God indgern 
them that ure withoux; There are wicked therfore whom 7 
the Church may indge, & there are wicked whom God 

only iudgeth: wicked witkin, and wicked without the 
walz ofthe Church. I within the Churchpartiailar 
perſons be apparantly ſuch, as cahnototherwiſe be re- 
formed;the rule of the Apoſtolicall iudgement, is thiss © 
Separatethem from among yon: it whole aſſemblies, this 
Separate your ſelues from amon theme: for what ſociety hath +, ore. vx. 
light with dartnaſſt . But the wicked, whoin the Pro- 

et meaneth, wete Bal lonians, and tlierefore with- 

out. For which cauſe we haue beard at large heretofore 


V3. in 


. 44) | 
in what ſort he vrgeth God to iudge them. 
2 No concerning the righteous, there neither 
is NOT ever WAS any meere naturall man abſolutely righ · 
teous in himſelfe, that is xo ſaie, voide of all vnrighte- 
ouſnes of al ſinne. Wie dare not except no not the bleſs - 
ſed Virgin her ſelfe; of whom although we ſay with . 
W for the honour ſake which we owe to our 
Lord and Saviour Chriſt, wee are not willing in this 
canſe to moue pon of his mother: yet foraſ- 
much as the Schooles of Rome haue made it aqueſtis; 
. «Or whoſoe+ we may anſwere with * Eaſebius . who ſpea- 
ver it pe that ſeth af het and to her in this effect; T. an diddeſt. by fpect- 


was the Au 


chor of thoſe all prerogetine nine monet lis Ae eutertaine within the 
nomilies that cloſer of thy flelb,the hope of all th ends of the earth, the bo- 


ones his wour of the world,the common toy of men : he, fromwhom all 
d Knowing things bad their beginning, had bis beginning from thee, of 

how th 7 "eo 's ) . 
Schoelemen 4. body he tooke the blood, which was to bee ſhed for the life 
hold this que the worldzef thee be tooke that which æven for thee he pai- 
Wonne ell. A pectatienim veterienexu , & per ſe non ei immumu, 
* — voc ipſa genetrix redemptaris: the mother of the redee- 
helle ſuſpect mer het᷑ ſelfe,is not otherwiſe looſed from the bond of 
that theſe ancient ſinne; then by redemptionzif Chriſt haue paide 


two words, 


Perſe, are in · a ranſome for all, even for her, it followeth, that al with · 
matce. But if git exception were captiues. If one haue died for all, 


anch ey then all were dead in ſinne; all ſinfull therefore, none 
haue be ibeir ahſoluily righteous in theinſeluesʒ but we are abſolute- 
22 ly righteous in Chriſt, The world then muſt ſhew a 


ſenſe can be 1 
none other righteous man, otherwiſe it is not able to ſhewa man 


d b  tharis perfefly righteous 0rd, v made 102-7 aged, 

| _—_ the * tes fand And redempt ion: miſ dome, becauſe he 

by a rrp hath revealed his fathers will; Iuſtice, becauſe hee 92 3 
raſticalin - offe. 


tot pretation. ˖ & 
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—— for _ ne pag 
| becauſe hchathgivenvs his ſpiritʒ 
he hath appointed a day to . — . . ven 


_ derſtanding of that grand 
in — veandrhe Church e ome, 
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| 8988 is the cauſe of our naturall life, in him we lin = | 3 
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of the hands of corruption, into liberty, which is glori- 
ous. How Chtiſt i made wi ſedome, and how redemp. 
tion, it may be declared, whe occaſion ferveth.Bur how 
Chriſt is made the righteouſneſſe of men,we arenow to 
declare. 


3 There is a glorifying righteouſneſſe. ofmenin 


me world to comes there is 2 juſtifying and 


ing righteouſnes here. Ihe righteouſnes,wherwithwe 
ſhalbe cloathed in the world ro come is both 

inherent. That whereby here we axe inftified;is perſect, 

hut not inherent. That whereby we are ſanckißed, ivin- 
herent, hut not perſect. This openeth i way to torhem- 
queſtion,which hangeth yet 


out the matter ofiuſtifying righteouſneſſe. 

4 Firſtalthough they imagine; that the mot het a Ear | 
of out Lord and Saviour Ieſus Chriſh, were for his ho. S har 
nour,andby his ſpecial » totection, preſetvedcleane ie the ſoul 
from all ſinne: yet toue ing che reſi ey hey teach as wee ama png 
doezthat infants which never didaQually offend, haue dest 
cheir natures defiled, deſtitute of juſtice, averted from cauſe of lu- 
Godzrhat in making man righteous, none do efficient? 

ly worke with God but God. They teach as we do, that 


vnto iuſtice no man ever attained; but by the merits of puufuemcdio 


Jeſus Chriſt. They teach as we do chat 
as God be the efficient as man, the n 
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applied by infuſid:tõ che end. tſiat ia the body e warme 
by che heare, whichis in the body; ſo thefoule migſe 
be righreons hy the inherent grace : Which grace they 
make capable of inereaſe, as the body may be more and 
more warme ſo the ſoule mote und more iuſtified, ac- 
cording as grace ſhall be augmented ʒ̃the augmentati . 
on whereof is merited by good workes, as good works. 
are made meritorious by it. Wherfore, the ſirſt receipt 
of grace in their divinity, is the firſt iuſtificationʒ the in- 
creaſe thereofthe ſecond iuſtificatiõ. As grace may be 
increaſed by the merit of good workes: ſo it may be di 
miniſhed by the demerit of ſinnes veniallʒ it may be loſt 
by mortall ſinne. In aſmuch therefore as it is necdfull 
in the one caſt to repaire; in the other, to tecovet the 
loſſe which is made: che infuſion of grace fatli hee fan- 
dry after · meales, for rhe which ca they make many 
waies to apply che infuſion of grace. It is applyed to in- 
fants thiqughibaptiſme, without either faith, o works; 
and in hem really. it taketh away originall ſiane, & the 
puniſhment due vptoit : it is applyed to Iufidels and 
wicked men in the firſt iuſtiſication, through baptiſmie 
without v/ orks yet not without faith; and ittaketh a. 
way both ſimes actuall and origiũall together, with all 
whatſoever: pugiſhment; eternall, or temporal, 
thereby deſerved. Vnto ſuch as haue attained the firſt 
iuſtivcatiori;thar is to ſay, the firſt teteipt of grace, itis 
applyed farther by good workes to the increaſe of for- 
mer grace, 'Whichis the ſecond iuſtiſication. If they 
worke more and mort}, grace doth more and more in- 
creaſe, and they are more and more iuſtiſied: To ſuch 
as diminiſhed it by veniall * , it is applyed by holy 
| Wa- 


| (a) 
like,which ſerue for reparations of grace decayed, To. 
ſuch as haue loſt it through mortall ſinne, it is applyed 
by the ſacramentſ( as they tearme it) of Pennance: which 
ſacrament hath ſorce to conferre grace ane w, yet in 
ſuch ſort, that being ſo conſerred it hath not altogither 
ſo much power, as at the firſt, For it only eleanſeth out 
the ſtaine or guilt of ſinne committed; and changeth 


| water; ub maries croffings, papall ſalutations, & fuch 


the puniſhment eternall into a temporal ſatisfactory 


uniſnment, here, if time doe ſerue; if not, heareafter to 
— — it be lightned by Maſſes, workes of 
charitie, pilgrimages, faſts, and ſich like; or elſe ſhorte · 
ned by pardon, for terme, orby plenary pardon quite 
removed, and taken away. This is the myſtery af the mã 
of ſinne. This maze the Church of Rome doth cauſe 
her followers to treade, When they aske her the way to 
iuſtification. I cannot ſtand now to vnrip this building; 
and to ſift it piece by piece; only I will paſſe by it in few: 
words, that that may befall Babylon in the preſence of 
that, which God bath builded, as happened vnto Dagon 


| before thearkes: | 


6 Doubtleſſe ſaith the Apoſtle / kus rana 


5 things loſſe;andindge them tobe. dounge, that I may winne 


Chriſtzand to be found in him not having um owne righte- 


| euſnes, but: that which ts through the faith of Chriſt,the rieh . 


tenuſneſſe, which is of God through faith. Whether they 
ſpeake of che firſt, or ſecond iuſtiſication, they make it 
the eſſence ofa divine quality inherent , they make it 
righteouſneſſe which is in vs. If itbee in vs; then is it 
ours, as our ſouls are ours, though we haue them from 
Gad and can hold them no longer then pleaſeth hi 


for ifhe withdraw the breach of our noſtrils e fall to 
duſt: but the righteouſneſſe wherein we muſt be found 
if we wilbe iuſtiſied, is not out owyneʒ therefore we ci- 
not be juſtified by any inherent quality. Chriſt hath me · 
rited tighteouſneſſe, for as many as are found in him. 
In him God findeth vs, it we be faithfull, for by faith 
we are incorporated into Chriſt. Then although in 
our ſelues we be altogither ſinnefull, and vnrighteous, 


yet even the man which is impious in himſelfe, full of 


iniquitie, full of ſin him being found in Chriſt through 
faith and having his fin remitted chrough-repentance 

him God vpholdeth with a gracious eit; puttethi 
a ay his ſinne by not imputingʒ taleth quite away the 
puniſhment due cherevnto,by pardoning itʒ and accep- 


teth· him in leſus Chriſt, as 2 > nap if hee 


had fulfilled all that was commaunded him in che laws 
ſhall 1 ſay more perfectly righteous, then ir himſelfe | 
had fulfiled the Whole lawꝰ I muſt take heed wharl fayy. 


. us 


but the Apoſtle faith * God made him to ber ſinur fer v Cor fal. 


vba tuem us ſiune, that we nig li be made the rightrouſneſſe 
of God in him Such wee are in the fight: of God the fa- 
ther, as is the very ſonne of God himſelfe , Let it bee 
counted folly, or phrenſie, or furie whatſoeverzit is our 
comfort, and dur wiſdome; we care for no knowledge 
in the world but this: that man hath ſinned, and God 
hath ſuffered; that God hath made himſelfe the ſonne 
of man, aad that men art made the righteouſneſſe of 
God . You ſee chere ſore that the Church of Rome in 
teaching iuſtifſcation by inherentgeace 4 doth pervert 
che truth oß Chriſt, and that bythe hands of tlie Apo- 
ſtles wee haue received otherwiſe, then ſhee teachech. 

FF | A 2 New 


— ern nent 


Rom,6, 


Now concerning the righteouſnefle of ſanctification, 


ve deny it not to be inherent; wee * that vnleſſe 


we worke,we haue it not: only we di "v4 it a thin 
different in nature from the righteouſneſſe of juſtifica- 


tion: we are righteous the one way by the faith of TL 
braham; the other way, except we do the workes of 40 


bralum, we are not righteous, Of the one, Saint Paule; 


Jo him that worketh not, hut belte veth; faith is counted for 


riglicouſneſſe. Of the other S. Iohn; Qui facit iuſtitram 


Iuſtus,eſi, He is righteous which worketh righteouſnes. 


Olthe onę, S. Paule doth proue by Abrahams example, 
that we haue it of faith without workes, Of the other, 
S. lames, by Abiahams example, that by workes 'wes 
haue it, and not only by faith. S. Paale doth plainelic fe- 
ver theſe two patts of Chriſtianrighteouſneſſe one frõ 


the other. For inthe 6. to the Rom. thus hoe writeth, 
Being freed from ſinne, and made ſervants ro God $ pee hane 
au Prove in halyneſſe and theend everlaſting life. Tee are 
made fr 

the tighteouſneſſe of inſtiication: yee haue your fit 
Hbolyncſſe; this is the righteouſneſſe of fanctification. By 


ce from ſinne, and made ſervunts onto God; this is) 


the one we are intereſſed in therighit of inheriting by: 


the other we are brought to the actuallpoſſeſſion ofe · 


ternall bliſſe, and fo the end of both is evexlaſting life; i > 

7 he Prophet Aba. doth here tearme the Iewes 
rigbteous men, not only ee iuſtified by faith 
they were free from ſinne, but alſo becauſe they had 
their meaſure of fruits in holines, According to whoſe 


example of charitable iudgement, which leavetli t to 


God to diſterne what we are, ad ſpęaketh of them ac 
cording to that; lich they doe profeſſe themſelues to. 


be, 


(9) 
bee, although they bee not holy men, whom men doe 
thinke, but whom God doth now indeed to bee: ſuchy 
yet let every Chriſtian man know, that in Chriſtian e- 
quity, he ſtandeth bound for to thinke and ſpeake of 
his brethren, as of men, that haue meaſure in the fruite 
ofholyneſſe, and a right vnto tho tities, wherwith God 
in tolen of ſpeciall favour and mercy, vouchſafeth 
to honour his choſen ſervants. So we ſee the Apoſtles 
of our Saviour Chriſt, doe vſe every where the name 
of Scints ſo the Prophet, the name of righteous. But. 
let vs all be ſuch as we deſire to be tearmed. Reatus impij 


eft jw nomen, faith Saluianus. Godly names, doe not 
iu pr 


ifie godleſſe men. Weare bur vpbraided when we 
are honoured wich names & titles, wherevnto our liues 
& manners are not ſutable.l indeed we haue our fruite 
in holyneſſe, notwithſtanding we muſt note, that the 
more we abound therein, the more neede we haue to 
craue, that we may be ſtrengthned and ſupported. Gun! 
veryvertues may be ſnares vnto vs. The enimie, that 
waiterh for all occaſions to work our ruine, hath found 
it harder, to overthrow an humble ſinner, then a pro d 
Saint. There is no mans caſe ſo dangerous, as his whõ 
Sathan hath perſwaded, that his one righteouſneſſe 
ſnalli preſent him pure and blameleſſe in the ſight of 
God, If we g ould ſay we were not guilty ofany thing at 
all in our cõſciences we know our ſelues far from this 
innocencie; we cannot ſay we knowe nothing by our 
ſeluesþurtifwe could, ) ſhould we therefore plead not 
guilty before the preſence of out judge, that ſees fur · 
ther into our hearts. then we our ſelues can doeꝰ Ifout 
handes did never offer violence to our brethren, a 
oy 55 bloo- 


1 (to) | 
bloody thought, doth proue vs murdeters before him; 
if we had never opened our mouch to viterany ſcanda- 
lous , offenſiue, or hurtfull word, the crie of our ſecret 
cogitations is heard in the eares of God, Ife doe not 
commit the ſinnes, which dayly and hourely, either in 
deed word, or thoughts we doe commit; yet in the 
good things, which we do, how many defects are there 
1ntermingled! God in that which is done, reſpecteth 
the minde & intention of the doer. Cut of then al thoſe 
thin ge wherein wee haue regarded our one glorie, 
thoſe things. which men doe to pleaſe men, and to ſa· 
tisfic our one liking, thoſe things which we doe by a-. 
ny reſpect, not ſincerely, & purely for the loua of God: 
and a ſmall ſcore will ſerue for the number oſ our righ- 
teous deeds. Let the holyeſt and beſt thing we doe, bee 
conſidered:we are never better affected vnto God, then 
when we pray; yet when we pray. how arc our affecti · 
ons many times diſtracted How little reverence do we 
ſhew vnto the grand maieſtie of God, vnto whom wee 
ſpeakel How little remorſe of our owne miſeries How 
little taſte of the ſweete influence of his tender mercies 
doe we feele! Are we not as vn willing many times to 
begin, and as ga to make an end;as if in ſaying,cal vp· 
an me, he had ſet vs a very burdenſome taske? It may 
ſeeme ſomewhat extreame, which I will ſpeake : 
cherefore let every one judge of it, even at his one 
heart ſtiall tell him, and no otherwiſe; Iwill but onely 
make a demaunde. If God ſhould yeeld vnto vs, not as 
vnto Abrabamzif fifty, forty. thirty, twenty, yeaor if .. 
ten good perſons could bee foundeinacity, for their 
ſules that citty ſhould not bee deſtroyed: * if oy 
35 5 ou 


((ii) 


mould mabe vs en oſßer thus largez Search all the gene 


rations of men, ſithence the fall of our father LAlum, 
finde one man, that hath done one action, which hath 


paſt from him pure, without any ſtaine or blemiſh at al 


and for that one mans one only action, nether man nor 
Angel, ſtiall feele the torments, which are 3 for 
both. Doe you thinke that this ranſome to deliver men 
and Angels, could be foand to be among the ſonnes of 


men The beſt things which wee doe, haue ſome what 


in them to be pardoned. How then can wee doe any 
thing meritorious, or worthy to bee rewardedꝰ Indeed 
ood doth liberally promiſe whatſoever appertaineth to 
ableſſed life, to as many as ſincerely keepe his lawe, 
though they be not exactly able tõ keep it, Whereſore 
we acknowledge a dutifull neceſſitie of doing well but 
the meritorious dignity of doing well ; wee vtterly re: 
nounce. We ſee, how far we are from the perfect righ- 


teouſneſſe of the law the little fruite, which wee haue 
in holineſſe, it is, God knoweth, corrupt and ynſound-. 


ve put no confidence at all in it, we challenge nothing 


in the world for it, we dare not eal God to reckning, as 


if we had him in our debt bookes: our eontinuall ſaite 
to him, is and muſt be, to beate with our infirmities, & 
pardon our offences. b 5 


8 But the people of whom the Prophet ſpeaketn 


were they all, or were the moſt part of thẽ ſuch as had 
eare to walke 3 they thitſt after rigliteouſ- 
neſſe? Did they wiſh, did they long with the righteous 


Prophet:O that our wales were made ſo direct that wee. 


might keepe thy ſtatutes? Did they lament with the rigt- 


& 


tcous Apoſtle,0 m:/erable men, thegoodwhith wet wb] Rom. v. ty. 
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| anipnrpoſe,aud ſtriue to doe, me renner Nl, lie words of 


the other Prophet concerning this people:do ſhewithe 
conꝛrary. Ho grievouſly doth Eſay mourne over the! 
O ſinfull nat ian laden withiniguitie, micted ſerd, corrupt 
children! All which notwithſtanding, ſo ide are the 
bowels of his compaſſion inlarged, that hee denyeth vs 


not, no not when we were laden with iniquity, leaue to 


commune familiarly with him, liberty to craue and in- 
tre ate, that what plagues ſoever we haue deſervedvee 


may not be in worſe caſe then vnbeleeuers; that wee 


may not be hemmed in by P agans, and Infidels. Ieruſa 
lem is a ſinfull polluted Citie: but Leruſalem compared 


with Babylon is righteous. And ſhall the righteous bee 
' oyarborneſhal they be compaſt abnut hy the wickedꝰ 
But the Prophet dotk not only complaineʒ Lord howe 


commetch it to paſſe, thiat thou handleſt vs ſo hardly, of 
vwhomchꝝ naine is called, and beateſt with the heathen 


nations, tat diſpiſe thee / No, he breaketh out tlroumg 


extremity of griefe and interreth violent); This precec 

ding is per verſe: the righteous are thus handled; there. 

fore perverſe indgement doth proce 80 40 
9 Which illation containeth many things where - 

of it were better much both for yee to heare; & me to 

ſpeale, if neceſſitie did not draw mee to another taske; 
Paule and Barnabas being requeſted to preach the ſame 


4215 42 44. things againe. which once they had preached, thought 


it their duties to ſarisfie the godly deſires of men ſyn- 
cerely affected to the truth. Nor may it ſeeme burde- 
nous to me. or for yee vnprofitable, that I follow their 


example, the like occaſion vnto theirs being offered 
mee. When we had laſt the Epiſtle of S. Paule to the 


" iS: 


13) 


Hebrewesin hand, and of chat Epiftletheſe wordes; in Heb iv. 
11e laft dujes he hut ſbotem unt di by hisSoanesAtrer = 


vc Had tliẽce collected the natuteè of the viſible Cfuich 
of Chriftz8& had defined itto bee a community of men 
a ſanctified through the profeſſion of the ttuth, which ® 
GodhithrapehrthoworldBp his Bon, and had decla- 

red: that theſcope of Chriſtian doctrine is the comfort 
of them whoſe harts ate overcharged with the burden 


of ſinzand had proved that the docttine profeſſed in the doe. For tiue 
Church of Rome oth bereaue men ofcomfort both in holes cond | 


ſteth not in 


theit᷑ liues ind in their deathes: the concluſion in the profeſſing, 


end wherevnto we came was this: the church of Rome 


being in faith ſo corrupted, asſheis,andrefuſing to be of Chrid. 


reformed as e doth, wee are to ſever out ſelues from 

her The example of our Fathers may nat tetaine vs in 
communion wich that chuichʒzvnder hope, that wee ſo 

continuing, may be ſaved as well as they. God Idoubt 

notas mercifull to ſaue thouſands of them, rhough == 

they lived in Poꝑiſh̃ ſuperſtirions, in aſtuuch as the 

ſumedignorantſy d but the truth is now laide before 

our eit s. Tlie former part of this laſtſentence, namely 

theſe wordes , I doubt not but dad mas mercafull to ſane 
thouſandsof out fathers living in papiſtſuperſtiti ans, ia at 

much as they ſinned ignorantly s this ſentence I beſeech 

you to marke, and to ſift it with the ſeveritie of auſtere 

judgementzthat ifir be found tobe gold, it may bee ſu- 

table to the precious foundation, whereon it was then 
laidiſor I proteſt chat, if it be hay or ſtubble, my one 
hand ſnall ſet fire to it. Two queſtions haue riſen by 
reaſon of this ſpeech before alleaged. The one, whe. 
ther our fat herrufected with Popiſh errors and ſuperſtiti. 
B „ 


— — — — 


\ (14) 
aus may be ſaved. The other whether their ignorance bee s 
reaſonable inducement to make vs thinke they micht.Wee 
are then to examine: firſt, what poſſibilitie; then, what 
probabilitie there is, that God might be mercifull vnto 
ſo many of our Fathers. | | | 
10 So many of our fathers livingin popiſh ſuper- 


| Ritions,yerby the mercy of God to be ſaved? Noz this 


could not be: God hath ſpoken by his Angell from hea- 


Apoc. 18.4. 


ven, vnto his people concerning Babylon (by Babylon 
we vnderſtand the church of Rome; /G out x om peo 


ple, that yee be not partakers of her plagues, Foranſwere 


wherevnto,firſt, I doe not take the words to be meant 
only of temporall plagues , of the corporall death, ſor. 


ro, famine, and fire, wherevnto God in his wrath hath 


Matk. 24 16, 


Sen. 19. 15. 


condemned Babylon; andt hat to ſaue his choſen peo- 
ple from theſe plagues,he faith,Go our, with like intent, 
as in the Goſpell,ſpeaking of Hieruſalems defolations, 
he ſaith, Let thẽ that are in Indaa fly vnto the mounteines, 
and them tha t ure inthe midi thereof depart ont; or, as in 
the former times to Lot, Ariſe take thy wife, c thy di 480 
ters which are there Jeſt thon be deſtroyed in the anſbment 


the Citie.: but foraſmuch as here it is ſaid, Goe out 


vp the ghoſt? 


that are partakers in the ſinnes of Babylon, wee cande - 


Babylꝛnzwe doubt, their everlaſting deſtruction, which- 
are partakers therein, is either principally meant, orne - 
ceſſarily implyed in this ſentence. How then was it poſe 
ſible for ſo many of our Fathers to bee ſaved: ſith they 
were ſo far from departing out of Babylon, that they 
rooke her for their mother, and in her boſome yeelded 


11 -Firſtfor the plagues being threatned vnto the; 


fine 


0)" 
fine nothing concerning our Fathers, out of thisſen- 
tence: vnleſſe we ſnew/ what the ſinnes of Babylon bee, 
and what they bee which are ſuch partakers of them, 
that their everlaſting plagues are inevitable. The ſinnes, 
which may bee common both to them of the Church 
of Rome, and to others departed thence, muſt bee ſeve- 
red from this queſtion. He which ſaith, Depart out of Ba- 
bylon,leaſt you be 2 of her ſinneriſheweth plainely, 
that he meaneth ſuch ſinnes, as, except we ſeparate our 
ſelues, we haue no power in the world to avoid, ſuch im 
pieties, as by their law they haue eſtabliſhed, & where- 
vntoal that are among them, either do indeed aſſent, ot 
elſe are by powerable meanes, forced, in ſhe and ap · 
parance, to ſubiect themſelues. As for example, in the 
Church of Rome it is maintained, that the ſame credit 
and reverence, that wee giut to the Scriptures of God, 
ought alſo to be given to vnwritten verities; that the 
Pape is ſupreame head miniſteriall over the vniverſall 
Church militant ;- chat the bread in the Euchariſt is 
tranſubſtantiated into Chriſtz that it is to bee adoted, & 
to bee offered vp vnto God, as a ſacrifice propitiatorie 
for quicke and dead; that Images are to bee worſhip- 
Saints to be called vpon as interceſſours, and ſuch 
ike, Now, becauſe ſome hereſies doe concerne things 
onely beleeued, as the tranſubſtantiation ofthe ſacta- 
mentall elements in the Euchariſt; ſome concerne 
things which are practiſed and put in vre, as the adora - 
tion of the elements tranſubſtantiated: wee muſt 
note, that erroneouſly, the practiſe of that is ſorne- 
time received, whereof the doctrine, chat teach - 
eth it, is not heretically W They are all parta · 
2 kers 


| 


e 
bers in the maintenance of hereſies; who by worde or 
deed allow them,knowing them, although not know - 
ing them to bee hereſies; 28 alſo they, and that moſt 
dangerouſly of all others, who knowing hereſie to bee 
hereſie, doe notwitliſtanding in worldly reſpects, make | 
ſemblance of allowing that hich in hart & judgment 
they condemne: but hereſie is heretically maintained, 
by ſuch as obſtinately hold it, after wholſome admoni · 
tion. Of the laſt ſort, as of the next before, I make no 
doubt, but that their condemnation, without an actual 
| repẽtance, is inevitable. Lieaſtany manitherforeſhould 
think chat in ſpeaking of our Fathers, Eſtould ſpeał in · 
differently of them all: let my words I beſeech you bee 
vel marked; doubt not but God was merci full to ſane thou-. 
fands, our fathers: which thing Lwillnow hy Gods aſ- 
ſiſtance ſetanore plainely before your cis. 
12 Many are partałers of the error, which are not 
af the hereſie of the Church of Rome. The people 
following the conduct oſtheir guides, and obſeruing, 
as they did, exacth that which was preſcribad, thought 
they did God good ſervice , when indeecꝭ they did dif: 
honour him. This was their errour: but the hereſie of: 
the church of Rome, their dogmatical poſitions oppo- 
ſire voto Chriſtian truth what one man amongſt tenne. 
thouſand did eyer vnderſtand? Of them, which vnder. 
3} | ſtand Romane hereſies, and allow them all are not alike - 
11 puartalers in the action of allowing, Some allow them 
| | 5 a5 the firſt founders and eſtabliſhers of them : which 
| crime toucheth none but their Popes, and Councils; 
r the people are cleare & free from this. Of them, Which 
15 maintain popiſh hereſies, not as authors, hut receiuers, 


of. 


(17) 
of chem from others, all mainetainethem not as Ma» 
ſters.In this are not the people partakers neither, but 
only the predicants and Schoolemen. Ofthem, which 
haue beene partakers in this ſinne of teaching Popiſh- 
hereſie, there is alſo a difference; for they haue not all 


beene teachers of all Popiſh hereſies. Put « difference, t 


faith S. Jude; haue compaſſion v pon ſome. Shall we lay vp 
all in one conditionẽ Shall w¾e caſt them all headlong? 
Shall wee plunge them all into that infernall and ever. 


laſting flaming lake ? Them that haue beene partakers 


of the errours of Babylon, togither with them which 
are in the hereſie Them which haue been the authors 
of hereſie, with them that by terror and violenoe haue 
beene forced to receiue it? Them who haue taught it, 
with them whoſe ſimplicitic hath by ſleights and con · 
veyances of falſe teachers, beene ſeduced to beleeue itꝰ 
Them which haue becnepartakers in one, with them 
which haue beene partakers in many? Them which in 
many with them which in al " 

13 Notwithſtanding I graunt;that, although the 
condemnation of them, bee more tolerable then of 
theſe: yet from the man that laboureth at che plough, 
to him that ſitteth in the Vatican; to all partakers in the 


ſinnes of Babylonz to our Fathers, though they did bur. - 


erroneouſly practiſe that which tlie guides hexeticallie 
taught; to all, without exception, plagues were duc. 
The pit is ordinarily the end, aſwel of the guid:as ofthe. 
guided in blindneſſe. But wo worih the houre wherein 
we were borne, except wee might promiſe our ſelues 
better things: things which accompany mans ſalvation,, 


even where we know, that worſe, and ſuch as accom. 


B. 3 : | pany 
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Iloh 3.17. 


Rev. 2. 22. 


they | 
cheead „although they frame many baſe and vnſutable 


EE (18) 
pany condemnation are due. Then muſt we ſhew ſome 
way, how poſſibly they might eſcape. What waic is 


there, that ſinners can finde ro eſcape the judgement of 


God, but onely by appealing to the ſeate of his ſaving 
mercy? Which mercy, with Origen, wee doe not 
extende to Divels and damned Spirites. God hath 
mercy vpon thouſands, but there bee thouſands alſo 
which hee hardeneth , Chriſt hath therefore ſet the 
bounds, he hath fixed the limits of his ſaving mercie, 
within the compaſſe oftheſe tearmes : God ſent not his 
owne ſonne to condẽne the worla, but that the world through 
hm might be ſaved. In the third of S. Iohns Goſpell mer- 
cie is reſtrained to beleevers: He that beleeveth ſball not be 
candemnead he that beleeueth not, is condemned alreadie, be- 


cauſe he belec ved not inthe Sonne of God. In the ſecond of 


the Revelation, mercy is reſtrained to the penitent. For 
of ſeſabell and her ſectaries, thus he ſpeaketh; / gane her 
ſpace to repent and ſhee repented not. Behold I will raſi her in- 
to a bed and them that commit for nicat ion with her, into 4 
great affliction, except they repent them of their workes and 
1 will kill her children with death. Our hope therefore of 


the Fathers,is,if they were not altogither faithleſſe and 


impenitent. 4 
14 They are not all faichleſſe, that are weale in af. 
ſenting to the truth, or ſtiffe in maintaining things any 


way oppoſit to the truth of Chriſtian doctrine. But as 


many as hold the foundatiõ which is precious, —_ 
hold it but weakely , and as it were with a ſlender 


things vpon it, things that cannot abide the tryall of 
the fire, yet ſhall they paſſe the fierie triall andbe ſavod, 
which 


| * 


„ (19) 
which indeed haue builded themſelues vpon'therocke 
which is the foundation of the Church. If then our Fa- 
thers did not hold the foundation of faith, there is no 
doubt, but they were faithleſſe. If manꝝ of them held it, 
then is therein no impediment, but many of thẽ might 
be ſaved. Ihen let vs ſee what the foundation of faith is 
and whether we may thinke, that thouſands of our fa- 
thers,being in Popiſn ſuperſtitions, did notwithſtan · They miſin- 
ding hold the foundation. | e 
15 If the foundation of faith do import the gene- king falſe & 
rall grounde, wherevpon weereft, when wee doe be- 2 . 
leeue, the writings of the Evangeliſts and the Apoſtles 2 
are the foundation ofthe Chriſtian faith, Credimus quia allo by for- 
legimus, ſaith S. jerome : Orhat the Church of Rowe did ud 
as * ſoundly interpret theſe fundametal writings,wher- lation as the 
vpon we build our faith, as ſhee dothwillingly hold and dal, guten. 
imbracethem. | ' jrehes refals 
16 But ifthe name of foundation do note the prin · no booke 
cipall thing,which is beleevedi. chen is that the founda- nab Ca- 
tion ofour faith, which S. Pauie hath to Timothy; God though they 
manifeſted in the fleſh, inflified.in the ſpirit, ce: that of dm ſundry 
N athaniel,Thou art the ſonne of the leving Cod, thow art no. 
the kine of Iſrael; that of the inhabitants of Samariaz 1. Tim. 3. 16. 
This is Chriſt the Saviour of the worldthe that directly de- 1 
nieth this, doth vtterly raſe the very foundation of our f 
faith. I haue proved heretofore, that, although the 
Church of Rome hath plaide the harlot worſe then e- 
ver did Iſrael, yet are they not a now the Synagogue 
of the lewes;; which plainely denie ChriſtIeſus, quite 
and cleane excluded from the ne covenant, But as 
Samaria compared with Hieruſalem is tearmed Calo- 
| laß, 


$ Gaga. 


73 (a0) 
Jatha Church or Tabernacle of her owne 4 :contrasi- 
wiſe, leruſale m, Aholibatihi che reſting place of the roxd: 


ſo whatſoever we tearme the Church of Rome; when 


we compare her with reformed Churches, ſtill we put 
adiftcrence.,. as then betweene Babylon and Samaria, 
ſonowbetweeneRome and:theheatheniſh aſſemblies. 
Which opinion, l muſt, and will recall, I muſt grant, c 
will, chat the Church of Rome, together with all her 
children, is cleane excluded. There is uo difference in 
the world betweene our Fathers, & Saracens, Turks, & 


Paynims:if chey did directiy deny Chriſt cruciſted for 


the ſalvation of che world. ww oth, 

iy But how many millions of them were known 
ſo to haue ended their mortall lives, that the drawing 
of their breath hath cealed with the vttering af this 
faith, Chriſt my Saviour, my redeemer leſus Aniwere is 
made, that this they might vnfainedly confeſle, and yet 
befarre enough from ſalvation. For behold, faith the 


# ar 9, Ipaule ſay vato you, that, if yer be rircumci ſed, 


riſt ſhall profit you nothing. Chriſt, in the worke of 
mans {alvation is alone: the Galathians were caſt as 


Way byioining Circumciſion , and the other rites of the 


law with Chriſt:tlie Church of Rome doth teach ber 
children to iolue other things likewiſe with himʒ there · 


ſore their faith, their beliefe „ doth not profitte them 


anye thing at all. It is true that they doe in- 
deod ; ioine other things with Chriſt: but how? 
Not in the wor ke of tedemption it ſelfe, which they 
aut, that Chriſt alone hath perfourmed ſufficiently 
r che ſalvation of the whole world; but in the appli- 


5 


Cation of this ineſtimable treafure,that it may bee effe- 


ctu- 


eing the goſpell of Chriſt, ſyncere and 


(ih) | 
Qual to their ſaluation: ho demurel y ſoever chey com 


Sdletberche Keltern of ges, Go bent 


then by che bio d of Cntiſij viing bly che mean ap. 
— himto apply the beneſit of his holy blood 
— teach, indeed ſo manythings pethicious in Chri-: 
ſtianfairh ; in ſetting downe the meanes q 'whereof® plainel 
they ſpeake j that che very foundarfonoffaith, which all al mens gh 
they hold,ischereby * plainoly-overthrowne, and "Ot rr org 
force ofthebloodofieſas Chriſt cxtinguiſhed. Woe lighrned to 
ä — Wem enen with Pb. fer 
— urls ascheApoltt the Se they, which 
But demand, if ſome of — — . imbra- xte in errout 
in faith — — 
(chis one on ecrourencepres,) bad ended cheir li hat, which in 
luefote they eee — 9 ere 
they beld:ſhall we thinlie — — error they reach c6 
did ſo.overwaythebenetnofcheir faith, irh charthemetey<erin — 
of God mig not ſaue them? grant they vverthreew Chrid, they 
oundatib of faith by cõſequemt dotchnot iliat hola che ſame 
ſlikewifewbichthe® Eurhere Churches dogarthisÞ ng Note: 
ſtiſſy and ſo firmely. maintaine? For mine oo lame which 
pati dat not here deny the poſſibility of their ſadvati· Fun che a- 
on hichllaue beene the chiiefeſt inſttumentꝭ of our — — 
albeit they caryed to their graue a 2 
lyrepugaant arab Foraſmuch- therefore ant ofthe "_ 


at 8 though 


is repo — 110 pl dane 5 dene eg, mnable vnto 
4 $ le, his 
5 cb Fen a in. an een uo WR vale, av ache 


co hu an eee eee 4 —.— an errour with 
ſuch and ſuch. circumſtances :bur imply. whether an crrour averthrowing the foung = 
pentedar gexclude allpaſtibiue« of ſalvacion , 85 Ard nocgerineed, Md cxpreſly re- 
pented uf. 
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diuation of faich there can be no ſalvation ( according to 
| 5 the. 


ame;ſheeharh yet alir- 
ze dot irectly deny che foundation 
of Chriſtianity:I may I truſt without offence perſwade 
my ſelfe, chat thouſands of our Fathers in former times 
living and dying within her wals, haue found mercy at 


che Bands of COd. 


18 What — — of their er · 
rours? God forbid, that I ſhould open my mouth to 
gainſay that which Chriſt himſelfe hath ſpoken; Except 
nee repent, pee ſhallall periſh. And if they did not repent, 


* periſhed, But withall note, that wee haue the be- 
nefit 


of a double repentance: the leaſt ſinne which wee 
commit indeed, thought, or word, is death, without re- 
pentance. Vet ho many things doe eſeape vs in every 


af theſe vrhiah we do not knowthow:many which we 
do not obſerue to be ſins? and without the knowledge, 
vuithout the obſervation of ſin, there is no actual repẽ· 


tance. It cannot then be choſen, but that fot as many as 


hold the foundation; and haue allholden ſins & errors 
in hatred ; the bleſſing of repentance forynknowne 


fins and errors, is obtained at the hands of God throu 
the gracious mediation of Ieſus Chriſt for ſuch ſuirers 


as exy wich che Prophet Hai Purge mne:'OiLard fone 
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19. But we waſh a wall of lomez we labor in vainey. 
all chis is nothingʒit doth not proueʒit cannot iuſtifie, 
that which wee goe about to maintaine. "Infidels and 


heatlien men are not ſo godleſſe,bar that they may no 


doubt, cry God mercy, and deſire in generall to haue 
their ſinnes forgiuen them. To ſueh as deny the foun · 


423) | 
the ordinary courſe, which Goddoth vſe in ſaving: m 
without a particular repentance of that error. The'G#- 


could not be ſaved, overthtew the foundations ofſu 

dire&ly:rherefore if any of them did die ſo perſwyaded 
whether before or after they told of their errours, theĩt 
end is dreadfull ; there is no Way with them hut one, 
death and condemnation. For the Apoſtle ſpeakerh 


latrant thinking, that vnleſſe they were circũciſed, wy 


nothing of men departed but ſaith generally of all; 7f 


zou be cireumciſed,Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing. tow are v. 
boliſbed from Chriſt whoſoever areinflifid by thelewsy2 are 
fallen fum grare, Gal. g. Of them in the Chruch ot Rome; 
the reaſon is the ſame. For whom Antichriſt hath ſe. 
duced, concerning them did not S. paul ſpeułe long be · 
fore chat they teceauod not the word of truth, they 
might not be ſaued ? chereforeGod would end them 


ftron  deluſjons 10 beleeue lits,that all they might be damatci 2. Theſſ. 2. 1 1 


which belcened not the truth, bat bad pleaſure in vnri 


onſaeſſe. Rund S. lohn, All that dwell pon the earth ſhal mor Apoc. 13. v. 8 


ſhip him whoſemames are not wrurten in the booke” of lit. 
Abo Ig. Indeed many in former times, as their books 
& writings do yet ſhe, held the foundation, to weet, 
ſalvation by Chriſt alone: therefore might be ſaved. 
God hath alwaies had a Church amongſt them, which 
firmly kept his ſaving truth. as for ſuch as hold with che 
Church of Rome, that we camot be ſaved by Chtiſt a- 
lone without workes:they doe not only by à circle of 
conſequence, bit ditectly deny the foundation of faith; 
they hold it not, no not ſo muchas by athred. 
0 This to my remembrance, being all that hatli 
beene oppoſed with any countenance or ſhewe ofrea- 
ä C 2 | -- wy 


3 


— — 
— — 


| 6 | 
fon, I hope, if this be anſwered, the cauſe inqueſtionis 
at an end. Concerning generall repentance therefore, 
whatza murtheret, a blaſphemer, an vncleane perſon, a 
Turtle a lew, any ſinnerto eſcape the vurath of God, by 
a generall repentance?Godforgineme l. Trucly it never 
came within mine hart, that a generall repentance doth 
ſeruc for all ſinnes: it ſerueth only for tlie common os 
verſights of our ſinfull life, and ſorcthe faults, which ei - 
there doe not marłe, or doe not low tliat they are 
faults. Our Fathers were actually penitent ſor ſinnes, 
wherein they knew they diſpleaſed Godzorelle they fal 
not within the compaſſa of my fioſt ſpeech. Againe, 
that otherwiſethey could not be ſaued, then holding 
the foundation of Chriſtian ſaith, we haue not only a- 
firmed, but proued. VVhy is it not chen conſeſſed, hat 
thouſands of our Fathers, Hich lived in Popiſn ſuper 
er yet by the mercy of God be ſaved? Firſt, 
| 8 rectly — — 
ſtianity, without ing them partie that 
ſin:he which — Id ha no ſaltation for tliem 
according to the ordi urſe, which God doth vſe 
in ſaving men, granterh plainhy, or atthe leaſt cloſely in. 
ſinuateth, that an extraordinary. ptiuiledge of mercy 
might deliver their ſoules from hell; which ĩs more the 
I required; Secondly, if the foundation beo denied; it is 
denied for feare of ſome hereſie, which the Church of 
Rome maintaineth. But how: many were there amõgſt 
our Fathers, who being ſedueed by the common etrour 
of that Church, never me we the meaning of her here: 
ſiesꝛ go that although all popiſh heretiques did periſh: 
thouſands of them, yhich led in popi ner 
| > might 


(35) | 
ighrbcefaved. Thirdly ; ſeeing all that held popiſh 
— not hold all the - oftheP ope: why 5 
might not thoufands, which were infected wich other 
leaven, liue and die vnſdwred withihis, & ſo be * favedè 
Fdurthſy, it they all held thit hereſie, many there were 4 
charheld it, no doubt, but only in a general forme of an 
wordes, vhiclia favourable interpretation mi t en. thing allea- 
ad in a ſenſe differing farre enough from chepoy: n proue- 
nedconecipr of hereſe · As for example, did they þijry of their 
holde, that wee cannot bee ſaved with Chriſt without ſalvation: 
good wor Me out ſelues do I thinler al ſay as much, f Rome , 
with this conſtruction, ſulvatiombeing taken as in that neth workes 
ſentence,Corde creditur ad iuſt itiams are fit cunfeſto ad ſa vn Chriſt, | 
lutem, except infants & men cut off vpon tlie point of niall of the 
their convexſiam e ofthe reſt none ſtial ſee God, but foundaris, d 
ſuch as ſeekpeace and holyneſſe, though notas a cauſt bald ie geg. 
of their ſalvation, yet as a way which they muſt walkez dation we cã- 
which wilbe faved . Did they hold that wichout works not befared. 
we are not iuſtificd : Tale iuſtiſiation ſo as io may alſo „ 
imply ſanctiſi cation, ard g. ams doth ſay as much. For 7 
except there bean ambiguity in tlie ſame tearme, Saint 
Paul and S. James do contradict eacłrthe other; Which 
eunnot be. No chere is no ambiguity in tlie name cis 
ther of faithor of workes, bei t by them botli 
in one and the ſame ſenſe. Finding therefore, thut ĩuſti- 
fication is ſpoken of by S. Pauie without: implying ſan- 


ctification when he proveth, that a mati is iuſtiſied · by — 
Aaith without worles; finding lilecwiſe that uſtification 9 


— 


poſe nothing to be more ſound, ihan id ia int 4 
1ames ſpeaking not in that ſenſchut in this, {13 lim; 
N | C3, 23. We: 


J tion 
doth ſometime imply ſanctificati n alſo with ĩt / I ſup· 


E 


— — — — — 
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1 Wee haue already ſnewed, that there bee two 
kindes of Chriſtian tighteouſneſſe: the one without vs, 

w bich ve haue by imputation th other in vs, Which co + 
ſiſteth of faith, hope, and charity, and other Chriſtian 
vertues. And S. lames doth 33 eAbraham had 

not only the one, becauſe the thing beleeved was im. 
puted vnto him for righteouſnes: but alſo the other, be- 
cauſe he offered vp his ſon. God gisveth vs both the one 
iuſtice and the other: the one. by accepting vs for righ- 
teous in Chriſtzthe other, by working Chriſtianrightes 
diuſnes in vs. The proper and moſt immediate efficient 
8 - cauſein vs of this later, is the ſpirit of adoptiõ we haue 
I! received into our hearts. That whereof it eonſiſteth, 
E | | whereofitisreally and formally made, are thoſe inſu. 

| ſied vertues proper andparticularvnto;Saints,: which 

| | | the ſpirit in the verie moment hen firſt it is given of 
God, bringeth with it : the effects whereofare ſuch 
actions as the Apoſtle doth call the fruits ofworks,the 

23 | wil 1 operations of the ſpitit. The difference of the which o · 

BH 5 perations from the root wherofthey ſpring, makethit 
_ | needfullto put two kindes likewiſe of ſauctifying righ- 

= | | teouſnes;Habitnall,& Aral. Habituaili that holyneſſe 

wherewith ourſoules are inwardly indued, the lame in- | 

| ſtant, whenfirſtwe begin to be the temples of the Hole J 

Ghoſt: Atuallaharſholynefle which afterwards beautiſi- 
eth all the parts & actions of our life, the holyneſſe for 

the which Boch fob, Cachuarie, Elicalietii & other Sainte 
ate in the Scriptutes ſo highly commended. If here ic 
be demanded which of theſe we doe ſirſt receiueʒ Ian. 
ſwere that the ſpirit, the vertues of the ſpirit, the habi- 
tuall 1 is ingrafted; che external you of 
1 | p "Jeſus 


W kc —_— —_— 


doe neceſſarily inſerre iuſtification, and juſtification 


I LA 


Jeſme Clrift, whichis imputed: theſe weereceiveall at 
one and the ſame time; whenſoever wee haue anie of 


iheſe w Me haue all; mes togither. Vet ſich no man 


is iuſtiſied except hee beleeue, and no man beleeveth 
except he haue faith, and no man except he haue recei- 
ved the ſpirit of adoption, hat fairh,foralmnch as th 
doth of neceſliry preſuppoſe them:we muſt needs hold 
that imputed rig} 
— — i 2 the laſt of all — 
nal righieuaſneſſe hien is the righteonſnes of good 
workes,fuc Seth all followerh aer 

and time. Which being attentiuely marked, ſheweth 


plainely how the faith of true beleevers cannot bee di- 


vorced from hope and loueʒ how faith is a part of ſan- 
crification, and yet vnto iuſtification iez howe 


faith is perfected by good workes; and no wWorbe of. 
— — ——— — ———— | 
that wo are iuſtiſiedby faich alone, and yet holde 


char without worles we are not iuſtified. Didthey think 
that men doe merit rewardes ih heaven, by the workes 
they performe on earth? The ancient vſe meriting, for 
abtaining and in that ſenſe they of nutienberg haue it in 
cheir confeſſion; n teach, rhas good workes commaunded 
of God,are neceſſarily to be done, and 4 the free kindneſſe of * 
God they merit thhir certaiue rewards, TRerſore ſpeaking 


as out fathers did & we ta ng thairfpeechinaſound : -. 
| and mightforaſs - 


meahing,as we may tale our 


much as their meaning is doubtfull, and charizydork/;,. 
alwaies interprete doubtſull things favourably: what 
ſhould induce vs to thinłe, that rather che dam 


of 


the 


couſnes, in dignitie being the chie · 


all, both in e f 


truely; | 


ES, - (oh) 
the worſteonſtruction did light vpon them al, the that 
thebleſſing of tho beiter as granted vnta thouſandas 
Fiftlyzif im the orſt conſiruct ian that may bee made, 
they had generally all imbraced it — 2 — ma · 
ny of them dying vtterly renounce it? How ſoevex men 
wvyhen they ſit at eaſedo vaincly tickle their hearts with 
the wanton conceipt of I know nat what proportio- 
nahle correſpondence betweene 'their-inerics & their 
rewards, which in the trance of their high ſpeculations 
they dreame that God hath meaſuted, weighed; & laid 
xps it were, in bundles for them: notwitchſtanding we 
ſee by dayly experience in anumber even of them. that 
wheathe houre of death approcheth hen they ſecret 
ly heate themſelues ſummoned forthwith to appeare, 
and ſtand at the barre of that ludge, whoſe brightneſſe 
eauſech the cies of the Angels themſelues to dazle, all 
theſe idle imaginations doe then beginne to hide their 
faces; to name merits then is to lay their ſoules v 
the racke, the memory of theit own deedsis — 
vnto th,they forſabe all things hetein they haue put 
any truſt or confidence, no ſtaffe to leane vpon, no eaſe, 
no reſtʒ no comfort then, but only in leſus Chriſt. 
22 Wherefore if this propaſition were true; 7 
hold in {wh wiſer as the Church of Rome dot t lat we cannot. 
bs e ſavedby ciriſ alone without wor les, is lirectiy to denie 
2 phe faundut ian q fail l ay that if this propoſition were 
any cbßdẽce UNC: nevetthele fo many wales Lhaute IcTC. 
In e by wee may hope tharthouſands. of our fathets which: 
take lag lived in popiſn ſuperſtition, might be ſaved. But what 
e Id amiſſe. Pighius dyed Popiſh, and yet denied Popery in che ar ticle 


of iuſtificariondy wotkev long before his death. 2 
| * 1 0 : | ; 
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cuſſe this controverſie, the matter which firſt was 


wy Y 7» IP & ! 


= On. wy 
if it be not true? what if neither that of the dalatiant cõ 
cerning circumciſionʒ nor this of the church of Rome, 


by works,be any direct denial of the foũdatiõ, as it is af 


firmed, that both are?I necd not wade fo far as to dil · 


brought into queſtion being ſo cleere, as hope it is. 
Howbeit, becauſe l deſite, that the truth even in that al- 
fo ſnould receiue light, Iwill doe mine indeavour to ſet 
downe ſomewhat more plainely: firſt, the foundation 
of faith What it is; ſecondly, what it is directly to deny 
the foundationʒthirdly, whether they whom God hath 
choſen to be heires of life, may fall ſo fatre as directly 
to deny itzfourthly, whether the Galatians did fo by ad 
mitting the errour about circumciſion and the law; laſt 
ot all whether the Church of Rome for this one opi- 
nion of works may be thought to doe tlie like, & there. 
vpon to be no more a Chriſtian church then are the aſ- 
ſemblies of Turkes and Iewes. 8 2. | 

23 This word foundation being figuratively vſed, _ _ _ 
hath alwaiesreference to ſomwhat which reſembleth i;. e 
a materiall building, as both that doQtrine of /awes and 


the communitie of Chriſtians do. By the Maſters of cj. ad can. 


vil policie nothing is ſo muchinculcated,as that comms? dug, ave co. 


weales are founded vponlawesʒ for that a multitude can aleſcere in popu 


: | ; li vnius corpus 
not bee comadt ed into one body ot er iſe then by a * We 
common acceptio s,whergby they are to bee u gibs 

im order. I he ground of All eivit lawes is t is; N N Liv. de 


mi ought to be hurt or iniured by another. Take away this 
perſwaſion,and yee take away all the lawes; takeaway 
lawes & what ſhalbecome of commonweales? So it is 
in our ſpirituall Chriſtian community: Ido not _ | 
that 


4 


«Eph.1.23. & that body myſtical , whereof Chriſt is only a the head; 
245. tliat building vndiſcernable by mortall eies, wherein 
2 Chriſt is the b chiefe corner ſtone: but I ſpeake of the 

Tt viſiblechurch,the foundation whereofis the edoctrine 

which the Prophets & apoſtles profeſt.rhe mark wher- 

vnto their doctrin tendeth, is pointed at in theſe words 

2 10h. 6.68. of Peter vnto Chriſt, d Thou haſt the words of eternalllifez 

in theſe words of Paule to Timothee, The holy Scriptures 

are able to make thee wiſe vnto ſalvation. It is the demand 

of nature it ſelfe, what ſball we doe to haue eternal life? The 

deſire of immortalitie and of the knowledge of that, 

|| whereby it may be obtained, is ſo naturall vnto all men, 

that even they who are not perſwaded, that they ſhall, 

do notwithſtanding wiſh,thatthey might know a way 

| howto ſee no end of life. And, becauſe naturall meanes 

are not able ſtill to reſiſt the force of deaih: there is no 

people in the earth ſo ſavage, which hath not deviſed 

_ » || ſomeſupernaturalihelpe or other to fly for aide & ſuc- 

cour in extremities againſt the enimies of their lawes. 

Alonging therefore to be ſaved, without vnderſtãding 

the true way how hath beene the cauſe of all the ſuper. 

ſtitions in the world. O that the miſerable ſtate of o- 

thers, which wander in darknes, and wote not whithet 

they goe, could giue vs vnderſtanding hearts, worthily 

to eſteeme the riehes of the mercy of God towards vs, 

before whole cies * doores phthekingdomeof hea- 

_ ||" vetrare {#r wide op #haild we offer violence vntwit? 

it offereth violence vnto vs, and wee gather ſtrength to- 

withſtand it. But I am beſides my purpoſe, when 1 fal 

to bewaile the cold affection, Which wee bearetowards 
that whereby we ſhould bee ſaved; my purpoſe being 
i | he | only. 


» Tim. 3. 15. 


n 
2 to ſet done vyhat the ground of falyation is. The 
doctrine ofthe Goſpell propoſerh ſalvation as the end, 
and doth it not teach the way of attaining therevntor 
Vet the damoſell poſſeſt with a ſpirit of divinatiõ, ſpake 
the truth; © Theſe men are the ſervants of the moſt high a Ad 16.17, 
God, which ſhew unto vs the way of ſatvation ;,Þ A new and Heb. 10. 20. 
living way which Chriſt hath prepared for vs, through the 
wile that is his fleſpiſalvation purchaſed by the death of 
Chriſt.By this foundation the children of God before 
the written law were diſtinguiſhed from the ſonnes of 
men; the reverend Patriarłs both poſſeſt it living, and 
ſpake expreſly of it © at the houre, of their death. It . Gen 45. 
dcomforted Job in the midſt of griefeʒit was afterwards 4 Job. 1. 
the anker hold of all the righteous in Iſrael, from the 
writing of the law, to che time of grace. Every Pro- 
phet makerh mention of it. It was famouſly ſpoken of 
about the time, when the comming of Chriſt to ac. 
compliſn the promiſes, which were made longbefore 
it, drew neere, that the ſound thereof was heard even 
amongſt the Gentils. When he was come, as many as 
were his, acknowledged that he was their ſalvation;he, 
that long expected hope of Iſraelʒ he, that Fog whom 
all the n it ions of the earth ſhall be bleſſed. So that now hee 
is a name of ruine, a name of death and condemnation, 
vnto ſuch of a new Meſſizs4, to as many as 


looke for ſalvati y other bytby him. For © 4. Ach 12, 
rongft men there is given n deſur mmer unity heaven 
whereby we maſt be ſaved. Thus much S. Marke doch in- 
timate by that,which hee doth put in the front of his 
booke,making his entrance with theſe words; The be- 
ginning of the Goſpellof leſuu _ the ſon of Gad. His do-—- 

: ] 


rine 


1 Luk. 2,11. 
81. Cor.. 


Erine he tearmeth the Goſpell, becauſe it teacheth ſal- 


vation che Goſpell of leſus Chriſt the ſonne of God: 
becauſe it teacheth ſalvation by him. This is then the 
foundation, Wherevpon the frame ofthe Goſpell is e- 
rected; that very Ieſus whome the Virgin conceived 
of the holy Ghoſt hom Simeon imbraced in his arms, 
whom pilate condemned; whom the Iewescrucified, 
whom the Apoſtles preached, hee f is Chriſt, che Lord, 
the only Saviour of the world: 5 Other foundation can 


no man lay. Thus I haue briefly opened, that principle in 
Chriſtianity, which wee cal the foundatiõ of our faith. 


It followeth now, that I declare vnto you, what is di- 
rectly to overthrow it. This will be better opened, if we 
vnderſtand hat it is to hold the: foundation of faith. 


224 here are which defend, that many of the Gẽ- 


tils, who never heardthe name of Chriſt, held the foun- 
dation of Chriſtianitie, and why? they acknowledged 
many of them, the providence of God his infinite wiſ- 

dome, ſtrength, powerʒhis goodneſſe, and his mercy 
towards the children of menʒ that God hath iudgemẽt 
in ſtore for the wicked „ but for the righteous which 
ſerue him, rewardes, &c. In this which they confeſſed, 
chat lieth covered, which we beleeue; in the rudiments 
of their knowledge concerning God , the foundation 


ofour faith concerning Chriſt; lieth ſecretly wrapt vp, 
and is virtually contained: thereſorethey heldghe fou- 


dation ol faith, though they never had it. Might-wee 
not wich as good a colour of teaſon defend; that every 

loughman hath al the ſciences wherein Philoſophers 
yok exceld?Forno man is ignorant of their firſt prin · 


ciples,which doe virwally containe, MWhatioever by na · 


tu - 


[4 
19 


turall meanes isorcanbeknowne.Yea,might wee not 
with as great reaſon affirmeʒthat a man may put three 
mightie oaks whereſoe ver three akornes may bee put? 
For virtually an akorne is an ole. To avoid ſuch para- 
doxes, we teach plainely;that to hold the foundation, is 
in expreſſe tearmes, to achnowledge t. 
25 | Now becauſe tho foundation ĩs an affirmatiue 
propoſition, they all overttitoweit who denie it; they 
directly overthrow it, who deny it directly; and they 
overthrow it by conſequent, or indirectly, which hold 
any one aſſertion whatſoever, here vpon the direct 
dienial thereof, may bee neceſſarily concluded. What is 
the queſtion betweene the Gentiles and vs „ but this, 
whether ſelva tion be by Chrift > What betweene the 


— — 


directly denied. But the writings of the Fathers againſt 
Novatians, Pelagians, and other hereticks of the like 
note, refell poſitions, wherebyche foundation of Chri- 


ſtian faith, was overthrowne by conſequent onely. In 


the former ſort of writings, the foundation is proued; 
in the later, it is alleaged as a proofe which to men that 


had beene move directly to denĩe, muſt needes haue 


leem da very beggetlykinde of diſputing, All Infidells 
therefore deny the foundation of faith directiyʒby con. 
ſequent, many a Chriſtian man, yea whole Chriſtian 
Churches haue denied it, and doe deny it at this preſent 
day. Chriſtian Churches, the foundation of Chriſtia- 
nity : Not directly for then they ceaſe to bee Chriſtian 
Churches:but by a conſequent, in reſpect whereof wee 
condemne them as etroneous , although for holding 
che foundation, we doe, and muſt hold them Chriſtian. 

26 We ſee vat it is to hold the foundationzw hat 
direckly, and what by conſequent, to deny it. The next 
thing which followeth, is, whether they whume God 
hath choſen to obtaine the glorie of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, may, once effectually called, and through faith 
iuſtifiedrruely , afterwatdes fall ſo farre, as directly to 
denie the foundation, which their heartes haue be- 


fore imbraced wich ioy and comfort in the holy 


Ghoſt: for ſuch is cke faith which indeęd doch iuſtifie. 
Divels knowe the ſame things. which wee beleeue, 
and the mindes of — Ftodly may bee fully per- 
ſwyadedf che truth: which knowledge in th one and in 
th'othet is ſometimes tearmed faith, but equivocally, 
being indeed no ſuch faith as that, whereby a Chriſtian 
man is iuſtified. It is the ſpirit of adoption; which wor- 

. | keth 


(35) 
keth faith in vs, in them not: the things which wee be- 
leeue, are by vs apprehended, not only as true, but alſo 
as good, and that to vs: as good, they are not by them 
apprehended;as true, they are. Wherevpon follow eth 
the third difference; the Chriſtian man the more he in- 
creaſeth in faith, the more his ioy and comfort aboun- 
deth: but they, the more ſure they are of the truth, the 
more they quake and tremble at it. This degetteth an- 
other effect where the harts oſthꝰ one ſort haue a diffe- 
rent diſpoſition from the other. Nou ignoro pleroſꝗ con- 
ſcientia meritorum, nihil ſeeſſe per mortem magis opt are, 
quam credere. Malunt enim extingui penitus, quam ad ſup- 
plicia reparari. I am not ignorant, ſaith Aimutius, that 
there bee many, who being conſcious, what they are to 
looke for, doe rather wiſh that they might, then thinke 
chat they ſhall, ceaſe, when they ceaſe to liue: becauſe 
they hold it better that death ſnould conſume them vn 
to nothing, then God reviue them vnto puniſhment. 
So it is in other articles of faith, whereof wicked men 
thinke, nodoubt, many times they are too true: on the 
contrary fide, to the other, there is no griefe or tor- 
ment greater, then to feele their peiſwaſion weake in 
things, whereof when they are perſwaded, they reape 
ſuch comfort and ioy ofſpirit: ſuch is the faith where · 
by we are iuſtiſiedʒſuch, I mean, in reſꝑect of the quali - 
tie. For touching che ꝑrincipall ohiect of faith, longer 
then it holdeth the foundatiqnuhereof weg haue ſp̃o- 
ken, it neither iuſtifiech, nor is, but ceaſeth to bes aith, 
when it ceaſeth to beleeue, that Ieſus Chriſt is the only 
Saviour ofthe world. The cauſe of life ſpirituall in vs 
is Chriſt, not carnally or corporally inhabiting, but 
dwel-. 


a Rom $ 10. 
b Philip. 2. 15. 
Col. 3. 4. 


4. Pet. t. 
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dwellinginthe ſoule of man as a thing which/whe the 


minde apprehendeth it ) is ſaid to inhabite or poſſeſſe 
the minde. The minde conceiveth Chriſt by hearing 
the doctrin of Chriſtianitie, as che light of nature doth 
the minde to apprehend thoſe truths which arc meer- 
ly tationall, ſo that ſauing truth, which is farre abone 
the reach of humane reaſon, cannot otherwiſe then by 
the ſpirit of the Almightie be conceiued. All theſe are 


implyed whereſoever any of them is mentioned as the 


cauſe of the ſpirituall life. Wherefore it we haue read 
that 2 The ſpirit is our life; or, b the word our life; or, 
© Chriſt our life: we are in every of theſe to vnderſtand, 
that our life is Chriſt, by the hearing of the goſpell ap- 
prehended as a Saviour, and aſſented vnto through the 


poet of the holy Ghoſt. The fitſt intellectuall conceipt 


and comprehenſion of Chriſt ſo imbraced, S. heter cal. 
leth dhe ſeed whereof we bee nem borne 2 out fitſt imbra. 
cing of Chriſt is our firſt © reviving from the ſtate of 
death and condemnation. f Hee that hath the ſonue hath 
life.faith S.1ohn and hee that hath not the ſonne of God hath 
not life. If therefore he which once hath the ſonne may 
ceaſe to haue the:ſonne,though it be for a moment, hee 
ccaſeth for that moment to haue life. But the life of 
them gyhich haue the ſonne of God 8 is everlaſting in 
the world to come, But becauſe as Chriſt bęing/caiſed frõ 


Prrperuiy er he dead djeehmamgre,death hahn more power o- 


ver him:ſothe juſtified man being alied to God in le- 
{us Chrift our Lord, doth as neceſſarily from that time 
forward alwaies liue, as Cliriſt b by whom he hath life, 
liveth al wales. I might, if I had not otherwhere largely 
done it already, ſhew by many and ſundry * and 
| | clecre 


\ 


Gy 

cleereproofes , how the motions and operations of 
life;are ſometimes ſo indiſcernable and ſo ſecret, that 
they ſeeme ſtone dead, who notwithſtanding are ſtill 


aliue vnto Godin Ohriſt. For as long as that abideth in 


vs, wkich animarteth;quicknerh,and giveth life, ſo long 
weliue, and wee knowe that the cauſe of our faith abi- 
deth in vs for ever. If Chriſt the fountaine of lie, may 
flit, and leaue the habitation, where once hee dwellerh: 
wharſhall become of his promiſe, 7 am with you to the 
worlds end If the ſeed of God, which cõtaineth Chrift, 


may be firſt conceiued and then caſt out: howdoth S. 
Peter tearmeat-< immortal How doth S. Iohn affirme, er. pet. t. 


di abideth? If the ſpirit which is given to cheriſn, and l loh; 9. 
reſerue the ſeed ofliſe, may be given and taken away: ; . ,, 

— is it e the earneſt of our inheritance vntill redemp- Ne g 2M 

tion;how doch it continue with vs for ever? If there 

fore che man which is once iuſt by faith, ſhall liue by 

faith, andliue for ever:it followeth, that he which once 

dothbelecue che foundation, muſt needes heleeue the 

foundation for ever. If hee beleeue it forever,how can 


he ever directly deny it? Faith holding the direct affir-: 


mationʒthe direct negation, fo long as faith continu- 
eth is excluded. But you will ſay , that as hee that is to Ob. 
day holy, may to morrow forſake his holineſſe, andbe- 


come impurczas a friend may change his mind, and bee 


made an enimieʒas hope may wither: o faith may die 

in the heart ofman, the ſpirit may bee quenched, grace 

may n they whichbelecue may be quite: 

turned away from the truth. The caſe is cleete, long Sol. 

experience hath made this manifeſt:it needs no Low | 

I grant we are apt, prone, and 3 forſale God: but 
5 n 16 
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(38) . 


is God as ready to forſake vsꝰ Our minds are chãgeable: 


Col. 1. 23. 


v2. Tim. 2. 15. 


e Joh. 10. 


is his ſo likewiſe > Whom God hath iuſtified, hath not 
Chriſt aſſured, that it is i Fathers will to giue = them a 
kingdome? Notwithſtanding it ſhall not bee otherwiſe 

iven them, then ifthey continue grounded and ſta- 

liſhed in the faith, and bee not moved away from the 
hope of the Goſpelliʒ bf they abide in loue and holyneſſe. 
Our Saviour therefore, when he ſpake of the ſneepe ef. 
fectually called, and truly gathered into his fold, e 7 give 
vnto them eternalllifè, and theyſhall never periſh , neither 


ſball any pluck themgut of my hands, in promiſing to ſaue 


them, he promiſed, no doubt, to preſerue them in that, 
without which there can bee no ſalvation, as alſo from 


khat whereby it is irrecoverably loſt. Every errour in 


things appertaining vnto Goc, is repugnant vnto faithʒ 
every fearefull cogitation, vnto hope; vnto loue, every 
ſtragling inordinatedeſire;vnto holines,cveryblemiſh, 
wherewith ether the inward thoughts af our minds, or 


the out ward actions of our liues are ſtained. aut hereſy, 


ſuch as that of Ebion, Cerintlus, & others, againſt whom 


' theapoſiles were forced to bed thẽſelus both by word, 


and alſo by writing; that repining diſcouragement of 
heart, which tempteth God,whereof we haue Iſraell in 
the deſert for a patterne: coldneſſe, ſuch as that in the 


Angels of Epheſus;fowle ſins, knowne to bee expreſly: | 


> png firſt or ſecond Table ofthe Law, ſuch as No- 
ab 

ate each in their kind ſo oppoſit to the former virtues; : 
that they leaue no place for ſalvation without an actu- 
all repentance. But infidelity, extreame deſpaire, hatred 


- of God & all goodneſſe, obduration in ſin, cannot Rand. 
6 . „ where. 


Manaſſes,Dauid,Solomon,and Petencommittedztheſe 


—— — 
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where there ĩis but the leaſt ſparke of faith, hope, loue, 
& ſanctity: even as cold in the loweſt degree cannot be, 
where heate in the higheſt degree is found. Wherevp- 
| on l conclude, that, although in the firſt kinde, no man 
liveth which ſinneth not; &, in the ſecond, as perfect as 
any doe liue, may ſin: yet ſith the man which is borne of 
God, hath a promiſe, that in him 3 the ſecd of Godſhall a. . lo. 39 
bide, which ſeed is a ſure preſervatiue againſt the ſinnes k 
that are of the third ſute: greater andcleerer aſſurance 
we cannot haue of any thing, then of this, that frõ ſuch 
ſins God ſhal preſerue the righteous, as the apple ofhis 
eye forever. Directly to deny the foundation of faith 
is plaine infidelitieʒwhere faith is entred, there infideli- 
tie is for ever excluded ; therefore by him which hath 
once lyncerely beleeued in Chriſt, the foundation of 
ö Chriſtian faith can never bee directly denied. Did not 
pererꝰdid not Marcellinur? did not others both directly 
denie Chriſt, after that they had beleeved, & agame be- 
leeue after they had denied? No doubt, as they confeſle - 
in words, whoſe condemnation is nevertheleſſe their 
not belerving( for example we haue adas:) (6 likewiſe 
| they may beleeue in heart, whoſe condemnation, with- 
out repentance, is theit not eonfeſſing. Although there 
fore Peter andthe reſt, for whoſe faith Chriſt hath prai- 
ed, that it miglit not faile, did not by deniall fin the ſin 
| of infidelitie which is an inward abnegation of Chriſt, 
but if they had done this, their faith had cleerely fai- 
led:}yet becauſe they ſinned notoriouſly & grievouſſy 
committing that, which they knewe to be expreſly for- 
bidden by the law, which ſaith, Thos ſhalt worſhip aba 
Lord thy God , and him only ſhalt thou ſerue; neceſſutie it 
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40 * 
was that he, which purpoſed to ſaue theirfouls,ſheuld; 
as he did, touch their hearts with true vnfained repen · 
tance, that his mercy might reſtore them againe to life, 
whom ſin had made the children of death and condem- 
nation. Touching this point therefore, 1 hope l may 
ſafely ſet do wne, that if the iuſtiſied etre, as he may and 
never come to vnderſtand his errour , God doth ſaue 
him through generall repentanceʒ but if he fall into he- 
reſie, hee calleth him at one time or other by actuall re- 
pentance: but from infidelitie, which is an inward dis 
rect denial of the foundation, he preſerveth him by ſpe- 
ciall providence for ever. Whereby wee may caſily 
know, what to thinke of thoſe Galatians, whoſe heartes 
were ſo poſſeſt with the lone of the truthi, that if it had 
. Houſoæver in poſſible, they would haue pluckt out their eies to 
mn be chan. beſtow vpon their teachers. It c true, that they were 
ged( ſor chan- greatly changed bath in perſivaſion and affection: ſo 
2 that the Galitians when S. Pas wrote vnto them, were 


beſt amongſt not now the Galatians, which they had beene in former 


men)ifehey time, for that tbrough errour theywandered,althougly 


that haue re - 


ceaued,as it they were his ſheepe. Ido not deny, bit that I ſhould 
ſeemerh ſome deny, that they were his ſheepe, if l ſhould graunt that 


of the Gala- OR 1 ge 
cant whith through error they periſhed. lt was aperilous opinion, 


| fel into error that they held;perilous,evenin them which held it on- 


e — ; ly as an error, becauſe it overthrowerh the foundation 
— — of 60d by conſequent. But in themwhich obſtinately main · 
whice are cal. Y „ | | 

NEN faich, hope, and chat itie are., which God doch never take away. 
from him, to w they are giren jas if ĩt repented him to haue given them; if ſuch 


might de ſo far changedby ertour as that the very roote of faith ſhould bee quite ex · 
ringuiſhed in them, and lo theit ſalvation vttetly Joſttit would ſhake the hearts of the 
ſtrongeſt and ſtoureſt of vs all See the contrary in Bexa his obſervatlons vpon the 


taine 


barmonic of Conſeſſions. 


— I nas 


8 (47) 
taineit, I cannotthinkeielefſe;rhena damnable hereſie. 
Wee muſt therefore put a difference betu/eene them 
which erre of ignorãce, retaining nevertheleſſe a mind 
deſirous to be inſtriicted in truth, and them, which, af 
ter the truth is laid upeiſ .; perſiſt in the ſtubborne de- 
fenee of their blindnes. Hereticall defenders , frowarde 
and ſtiffnecked teachers of circumciſion tho bleſſed A. 
poſtle cals dogs:ſillie men ho were ſeducedto thinks 
they thought the truth, he pitieth, hee taketh vp in his 
armes, he lovingly imbraceth, hekiſſeth, and with more 
then fatherly tenderneſſe doth ſo temper, qualiſie, and 
correct the ſpeech hee vſeth toward them, that a man 
cannot eaſily diſcerne whether did moſt abounde, the 
loue, which hee bare to their godly affection, or the. 
griefe, which the danger of their opinion bred him. 
Their opinion was dangerous: w/ as not theirs alſo who 
chought che kingdomevfChriſtfhould becarthly?was 
nor theirs, which chouꝑht che Goſpell -onely ſhould be 
preached to the Jewes ? What more oppoſite to pro- 
pheticall doctrine concerning the comming of Chriſt, 


then the one Concerning: the Catholicke Church, _ 


then the other? Vet they which had theſe fanſies, even 
when they had them, were not the worſt men in the 
world. The hereſie of Free will was a milſtone about 


the Pelagiansneck; ſhall wee therefore giue ſentence of 


death inevitable againſt all thoſe Fathers in the Grecke 
Church, which being miſperſwaded, died in the errour 
of free will 2 Of theſe Galatians thereſore, wllich firſt 
were iuſtified and then deceived; as I can ſee no cauſe} 
why as many as died before admonition might not by 
mercic be receiveg, even in error: ſo I make no doubt, 

| | E z but 


| 

biſt as many as lived;till they wereadinonithed found 
the mercy of God effectùall in converting them from 
* Error con. their“ error, leaſt any one, that is Chriſts, ſhould periſh. 
viaed,anc3f Of this] take it, there is no cõtroverſieʒonly againſt the 
nta ined, is ſalyation of them which died, though before admoni- 
2 ' 9" tion, yet in errour,itis obiected, that their opinion was 

though opini a very plaine direct deniall of the foundation. If Pau! & 
on be the lãe Barnabas liad bin ſo perſuaded, they would happly haue 
obich kelpes ved the tearms otherwiſe ſpeaking ofthe Maſters thẽ- 
I ſtill call it ſelues, who did firſt ſet that error abroach, a certaine of 
ea: not the ſects of the Phariſecs which beleeued. What diffe- 
non the ſame rentt was there betweene theſe Phariſees, and other 
they were Plliariſees, from whom bya ſpeciall deſeription they are 
whethey *** diſtinguiſhed / but this? Theſe which came to N Ani vel, 

taught wha OP b x pry 
che trurh is. & teaching the neceſſity of circumciſion wereChriſtians; 
 plainlyegif the other, enumies of Chriſtianitia. Why hen ſhould 
* ARTS»  theſcbeerearnied fo diſtinctly beleciers ;-if they did 
directly deny the foundation of our beleefe ; beſides 
which there was no other thihgzthat made the reſt to 
be no beleeuers? We need goe no farther then S. Paal 
very reaſoning againſt them, for prooſe of this matter: 
ſeeing you knowe God, or ratherareknowne of God, 
val 4:24:25 how turne you againe to impotent rudiments? b The 
| lawengendreth ſervants , her children are in bondage; 
they which ate gotten by the Goſpell are free, 4 Bre- 
thren we ate not children of the ſervant, hut of the free 
vai, woman, and will yee yet be vnder the law? That they 
dthouaht it vnto ſalvation neceſſarie, ſor the Church of 
Chriſt, to obſerue dies, and monthes, andtimes; and 
eares, to keepe the ceremonies and ſacraments of te 

aw, this was their etrour. Vet hee which S eth 
N their 


a V. 28. 
4 V.31, 
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their error, cõfeſſeth, that notwithſtanding, they knew 
God, and wereknowneof himʒ hee takerh not the ho- 
nour from them to be tearmed ſonnesbegorten of the 
immortall ſeed of che Goſpell. Let the heavieſt wordes 
which he vſeth, be waighed; conſider the drift of thoſe 
dreadfull concluſions: If yee be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhal 
profit you nothing; as many as are iuftitied by the law, 
are fallen from grace. It had beene to no purpoſe in the 
world, ſo to vrge them: had not the Apoſtlebeene per- 
ſwaded, that at the hearing of ſuch ſequels, no benefit 


by Chriſt, a defection from grace, their heartes would 
ttemble and quake within them: ad why? becauſe that 
they knewe, that in Chriſt, and in grace, their ſalvation 


layzwhich is a plaine direct acknowledgement of the 
foundation.Leaft I ſhould herein ſeeme to holde, that 


whichino one learned, or godly hath done: lette theſe 


words be conſidred, which import as much as I affirm, 
2 Surely thoſe brethren,which in S. Pauls time, thought 
that God did lay a neceſſitie vpon them to make choiſe 
of daies, and mears;ſpake as they beleeued, and could 
not but in wordes condemne the libertie, which they 


2 Bucer. de ye 
nit. Eccleſ. 


ſer vanda, - 


ſuppoſed to be brought in againſt the authoritie of di- 
vine Scripture. Ocherwiſe it had beene needleſſe for S. 


paul to admoniſh them not to condemne ſuch as cate. 


without ſcrupuloſity, whatſdever was ſer before them. 


This error, if _ weigh whart:it is ofit ſelfe, did at once 


overthrow all Scriptures, whereby we are taught ſalva- 


tion by faich in Chriſt, all that ever the Prophets did 
foretell, all that ever the Apoſtles did preach of Chtiſt, 


it drewe with it the deniall of Chriſt vtterly: in ſo much 


chat S. Paule complaine th, that his labour was loſt vp- 


on 
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onthe Galatians ynto whom this error was obtruded, 
- affirming that Chriſt, iſſo bee they were circumciſed, 
ſhould not profit them any thing at all. Yer ſo far was 
S. Paul from ſtriking their names out of Chtiſts book, 
that he commandeth others to entertaine them, to ac- 

cept them with ſingular humanitie, to vſe them like 
brethren;he knewe mans imbecillitie;hee had a feeling 
bolour blindneſſe which ate mortal men, how great it 

is, and being ſure that they are the ſonnes of God, who 
ſoever be indued with his feare, would not haue them 
coũted enimies of that, wherevnto they could not as 
yet frame themſelues to be friends, but did ever vpon a 
very religious affectiõ to the truth, willingly reiect the 
truth. They acknowledged Chriſt to be their onely, and 
perfect Saviour, but ſaw not how repugnant their be. 
leeving the neceſſitie of Moſaicall ceremonies was. to 
theit falth in Ieſus Chriſt. Herevnto a reply is made, 
that if they had not directly denied the foundatis, they 
might haue beene ſaved; but ſaved they could not bee, 
therefore their opinion was not onelyby conſequent; 
but directiy a deniall of the foundation. When the que 
ſtion was about the poſlibilitie of their ſalvation, their 
denying of the foundation was brought to proue, that 
fcdhey could not be ſavedu now that the queſtiõ is about 
* | theirdeniall of the foundation, the impoſſibilitie of 
their ſalvation , is alleaged to proue, they denied the 
foundation. Is there nothing, which excludeth men 
' from ſalvation, but only the —— faich deni - 
ed? l ſhould haue thought, that beſides this, many other 
things are death vnto as manic as vnderſtanding, 
chat to cleaue therevnto . was to fall from Chriſt "$4 
| | not · 


| (45) 1 
notyvithſtanding cleane vnto the, But ofthis enough. 

Wherefore ] come to tlie laſt queſtion, whether that the 

doctrinc of the Church of Rome, concerning the necefſttie of 
wor bes vnto ſal vation, be a direct deniallof our farth. © 
27 l ſeeke not to obtrude vnto you any private o- 

pinion of mine owneʒ the beſt learned in our profeſſi - 
on are of this iudgement , that all the corruptions of 
the Church of Rome, doe not proue her to deny the 
foundation directly; if they did, they ſhould grant her 
fimply to bee no Chriſtian Church. But 7 (uppoſe,faith 


one that in the bapacie ſome Church remaineth, ' a Churcſ Car. ep. ca. 


crazed or f you will broken quite in peeces forlorne, miſbæ- 
pen, yet ſome Church: his reaſon is this, Cantichriſt maſt 
n in the Temple of God, Leaſt auy man ſhould thinke 
ſuch ſentences as theſe to bee true, onely in regard of 
them, whom that Church is ſuppoſed to haue kept by 
the ſpeciall providence of God, as it were inthe ſecter 
corners ofhis boſome free from infectiõ, and as ſound 
in the faith as we truſtiby his mercy, we our ſelues are: 
I pertnir it to your wiſe conſiderations, whether it bee 
more likely, cat as frenzie, thuugh ir felfetake away 
the vic of reaſon, doth notwithſtaeding proue them 
reaſonable creatures which haue it, becauſe none can 
bee franticke but they: fo Antictriſtianitiebeing the 
baine, and plaine overthrow of Chriſtianitie, may ne- 
vertheleſſe argue the Church wherein Antichriſt ſit- 
teth, to he Chriſtian atether haue I ever, hitherto heard 
or read any one worde alleaged of force to warrant, 
that God doth otherwiſe , then ſo as in the two next 
queſtions before hath beene declared, bind himſelſe to 
eepe his elect from worſhipping the Beaſt, and from 
| F 4 recei - 
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receininghis marke in their foreheads but he hath pre- 


ſerued and will prelerue them from receiving any dead- 
ly wound at the hands of the man of ſiune, whoſe de- 
ceit hath prevailed over none vnto death, but only vn- 


to ſuch as never loved the truth, ſuch as took a pleaſure 


in vnrighteouſneſſe: they in all ages, whoſe hearts haue 
1 n in the principall truth, and whoſe ſoules haue 


. thirſtedafter righteouſneſſe, if they received the marke 
of error, the mercy of God, even erring and dangerouſ- 

ly erring, might ſaue them if they receiued the mark of 
hereſie, the ſame mercy did, I doubt not, convert them. 


now far Romiſh hereſies may prevail over Gods elect, 
how many God hath kept falling into them, how ma- 
ny haue bin converted from them, is not the queſtion 
now in hand: for if heaven had notreceived any one of 
that coate for theſe thouſand yeares, it may ſtil be true, 
that the doctrine which this day they do proſeſſeidoth 
not ditectly deny the foundation, and ſo proue them 
fimply to bee no Chriſtian Church. One I ha 
Led hoſt words,jn my eares, ound that way: 


adde * another, whoſe ſpeech is plaine ? I deny her nor 
the name of «Church ſaith another, ao more then toa ma 


\ 
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the name of e man, as long as he liveth, what ſickneſſe ſor. 
ver he hath, His reaſon is this; Salvation mw Jeſus Chriſt, 


which is the marke which ioineth the head with the bodie je- 
ſus Chriſt with the Church, is ſo cut off by many merits, by 


the merits of Saints, by the Popes pardons , andſachother 
wickedneſſe ,. that the life -of the Charch haldethby a very 


threed,yer ſtilltholife of the Chureh holdeth. * A third 


hath cheſe words, {acknowledge the Church of Rome eat at 
this preſetaay for a Church of Chriſt ſuch a charch as IſFac} 
| =; 


| 8 tion. Simply to adde vnto choſe 


8 | "4 
did leraboam yt aChurch.nis realõ is this; Every wi ſeerh 
except he willingly hoodwinke himſelfe , that as al males, fo 
now the Church of Rome holdeth fir mely and ſtedfaſtly the 
doirine of tratheoncerning Chriſt, and baptizethin the 
va ne of the father the ſonne,and the Holy Ghoſt, confeſſeth 
and avoweheth Chriſt for the only redeemer of the world, 
che indge that ſhall fit vpon quicke and dead, rectaning true 
beleevers into —_ toyofaithieſſe ana goaleſſe men being 
with Satan and his angels into flames unquenthable. 

28 l may & will reine the queſtiõ ſhorter thẽ they 
do. Let the Pope take downe his top, and captivate no 
more mens ſoules by his Papall uridiftionger him no 
longer count himſelfe Lord paramount over the Prin- 
ces ofthe world, no longer hold kings as his ſervants 
para vatlezlet his ſtately Senate ſubmirtheirriecks to the 
yoke of Chriſt, & ceaſe to dye their garment like Eaom, 
in bloodʒlet them from the ligheſt to the loweſt, hate 
and forſake their idolatry, abiute all their errors and he- 
relies, wherewith they haue any way perverted the 
truthzlet them ſtrippe their Churches til they leaue no 
polluted ragge but only this one about her, Bychriſt a- 
lone without morbes we cannot be ſaved: it is enough for 
me, if I ſhew , that the holding of this one thing doth 
not proue the foundatiõ of faith directly denied in the 

Church of Rome. 32 DE | 
29 Worles are an addition: bee it ſo; what then? 
the foundation is not ſubverted ”7 every kinde of addi. 
indamentall wordes, 


is not to mingle wine wich water, heaven with earth, 
things polluted with the ſanctified blood of Chriſt: of 
which crime indi them which attribute choſe opera- 
: 8. tions 


* 
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tions in whole or in part to any creature, hich in the 
work of our ſalvatiõ wholly are peculiar vnto Chriſt, & 
if I open my mouth to ſpeake in their defence, if l hold 
my peace and plead not a ny them as long as breath. 
is within my body, let me be guilty of all the diſnonour 
that ever hàth beene done to the Son of God. But the 
more dreadful a thing it is to deny ſalvation by Chriſt a 
loue the more ſlow and fearefull Lam, except it be too 
manifeſt, to lay a thing ſo grievous to any mãs charge. 
Let vs beware . leaſt if wee make too many waies of de- 
ny ing Chriſt , wee ſcarſe leaue any way for our ſelues 
truely and ſoundly to confeſſe him. Salvation onely by 
Chriſt is the true foundation, wherevꝑon indeed Chri- 
ſtianitie ſtandeth. But what if I ſay you cannot be ſaued 
only by Chriſt, without this addition, Chriſt beleeued 
in heart, conſeſſed with mouth; obeied in life and con- 
verſation? Becauſe J adde, doe I therefore deny, that 
which] did directly affirme? There may be an addita. 
ment of explication, which overthroweth not, but pro- 
veth & concludeth the propofition,wherevnto it is an- 
nexed. He which ſaich, Peter was a chiefe Apoſtle, dot 
proue that Peter was an Apoitle; hee which ſaith, Our 
ſalvation is ofthe Lord, a through ſanctification of the 
ſpirit and faith of the truth, proveth that our ſalvation · 
is of the Lord. But if that which is added bee ſuch a pri- 
vation as taketh away the very eſſence of that where · 
vnto it is added, then by the ſequell it overtliroweth. 


He which ſaith Idas is a dead man; though in word he 


' 
* © 
\ * 
| a 
. 
F 
* 


rantath ludas to he a manʒyet in effect he proveth him 
by that very ſpeechno man; . becauſe death depriveth 
him of being. In like ſort, he that ſhould ſay; oureleRi» . 
7 : | ON. 
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on is of grace forour workes ſake, ſhould gr :nfold_ 
of words; but indeed by conſequent —— | 
Qion is of grace;for the a grace whicheleRerh vs;isno 
grace, if it _ _ our workes ſake. 2 
30 Now rhereas the Church of Rome 
works we muſt note farther, that the 2 — 
is not like the adding of cireumciſion vnto Chriſt. by ny 
G hrift camenot to abrogate & put away good es —— = 
he did, to change circumciſion; for we ite chat in place u e“ 
thereof, hee hath ſubſtituted holy baptiſme. To * r —_ 
cannot beſavedby Chriſt,except yee be — ks 5 — 
to adde a thing excluded; a thing not only ks —— ag 
rictobekept burneceſlarienor:robeeke ptby thẽ th mens hands. 
will be ſaved.Onth'other ſide, to ſaie, yeecannot be ” Bur our.que- 
ved by Chriſt without workes, is to adde things, not — lobes 
ly not excluded,but commided,as being in chen de ange 
and in their kind neceſſarie and therefore 2 f 
vnto Chriſt,by Ghriſt himſelfe,by whom che webbe pre erm 
ſalvation is ff punz a exc ꝓt your righteouſneſſe exceed th \; . 
righteouſ neſſe of the Scribes and Phariſes, pee ſhall not = — : _ 
into the kingdome of heauen. They were ri 1 3 * 
tours of things not vtterly to be neglecte 5 , bg 
done, waſhings, & tithings, &c. As they were in — in queſtis be» 
ſo muſt we bein iudgement, & the loue of God. Ch r 
in workes ceremoniall, giueth more liberrie; uam N | — 
eee e then they 4. Workes of dighesoußseſſe dan — 
| PI ; cluſio 
therefore are not ſo repugnantly added in the ono pro- are — ol 


poſitionzas in the other, citoumciſion is-- ... * Brace; Criſt 4 


Rom. 11. C. 


concluſions will foll | : 45 25 2 
4 ill follow pon circumciſion and ri | omg, which 
ES TT—g This only. {the low ceremonial}, if they be 
uch more chen wasalleaged? b Matth 5. 20. Luk. 1.3 * 1 & need 
5 0 Li N r 5.31, 


F 3 | 31 But 


- 
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works, vnto ſanctification; Chriſt alone, excl. 


It y ech a indge only ought to determine ſuch a caſe, all 
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31 But we ſay our ſalvation is by Chriſt alone, 
therefore howſocver, or whatſoever wee adde vnto 
Chriſt in the matter of ſalvation,we overthrow Chriſt 
Our caſe were very hard, if this argument ſo vniverſally 
meant, as it is propoſed, were ſound and good. We our 
ſelues doe not teach Chriſt —— our owne 
faith, vnto iuſtificatis;Chriſt alone, excluding our own 

| Fading the 

one or the other vnneceſſarie vnto ſalvation. It is a chil» 
diſh cavill wherewith in the matter of iuſtification our 
adverſaries do ſo greatly pleaſe themſelues, exclaiming 
chat wee tread all Ghriſtian vertues vnder our feet, and 
require nothing in Chriſtians but faith, becauſe wee 
teach, that faich alone iuſtifieth : whereas by this ſpeech 


ve never meant to exclude either hope, or charitie fro 


being alwaies joined as inſeparable mates with faith in 
themanthatisiuſtified; or workes from being added 
as neceſſarie duties required at the hands of every inſti- 
fied man but to ſhew,that faith is the only hand, Which 


or 2 on Chriſt vnto iuſtification;and Chriſt, the on. 
y 


garment,which being ſo put on, covereth the ſhame 
of our defiled natures, hideth the imperfeionsofour 


workes, prelerveth vs blameles in the ſight of God, be- 


fore whom otherwiſe, the weakeneſſe of our faith were 
cauſe ſufſiciẽt to make vs culpable, yea to ſhur vs fro the 
kingdome of heaven, where nothing that is not abſo- 


lute, can enter. I hat our dealing with them beenot as 


childiſh as theirs with vs, when vyee heare of ſalvation 


by Chriſt alone, conſidering that alone] as an excluſiue 


article we are to note, what it doth exclude, & where. 


things 
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things inoident to thedeterminatiõ thereof, befiges the 
perlon of the Iudge,as laws, depoſitions, evidences, Sec. 
are not hereby excluded; s are not excluded frõ 
witneſſing herein, or aſſiſtiug, but only fro determining 
& givin — . — is our ſalvation wrought 
by Chriſt alone? Is it our meaning that nothing is re- 
quiſit to mans ſalvatiõ but Chriſt to ſaue, & he to be ſa- 
ved quietly without any more adoeꝰ Naz wee acknow- 
ledge no ſuch foundation. As we haue xeceiued, fo wee 
teach, that beſides the bare and naked worke, wherein 
Chriſt without any other aſſociate finiſhed al che parts 
of our redemptiõ, & purchaſed ſalvatiõ himſelfe alone: 
for conveiance of this eminent bleſſing vnto vs; manie 
things are of neceſſity required, as to beknowne & cho 
ſen of God before the foundation of the world; in the 
world to bee called, iuſtified, ſanctified; after wee haue 
left the world, to bee receaued vnto glory; Chriſtin e« 
very of theſe hath ſomwhat, Which hee worketh alone. 
Through him according to the eternall purpoſe of 
God, before the foundatiõ of theworld,borne,crucifi- 
ed, buried, raiſed, &c. we were ina gracious acceptatiõ 
knowne vnto God, long before we were ſcene of men: 


God a knew vs, loved vs, was kind to vs in leſus Chriſty Eph. 1.6. 7 


in him we were elected to be heires of life. Thus farre 
God through Chriſt hath wrought in ſuch ſort alone, 
that our ſelues are meere patients, working no more 
then dead & ſenſeleſſe matter, Wood, or ſtone, ox yron, 
doth in the artificers hands, no more then the clay whe : 
the potter appointeth it to be framed for an honoura · 
ble vie : nay, not ſo much; for the matter wherevpon 
the craftſman worketh , hee chooſerh being y. 
| 92 | the 
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Ales hies whichis bi it ein mali erde p ü u Ib 


Ges. thing. Touching the reſt, which is laid for the founda- 


f. Pet. 2,9, tion of our faith, importeth fartherʒthatbby him we are 
by 3 Called;that*we haue redẽptiõ, aremiſſiö of fins through 
«Efai 53-41. his blood, e healch by his ſtripes, f iuſtice by himzchat he 
f lerem- 23.6. g doth ſanctify his Church, & make it glorious to him- 
E Epheſ.8. 26. 3 0 F 2 
Nat. 25.23. ſelf; that k entrance into ioy ſhall be give vs by him, yea 
2. Theſſ. 2. 14. all things by him alone. Howbeit not ſo by him alone, 
_ **  asif in vs to i our vocation, the hearing of the G ſpellz 
2. Theſ. 2, 15. to Our iuſtification, faith; to our ſanctification, the 
fruits of the ſpirit; to our entrance into reſt, perſeve- 
rance in hope, in faith, in holineſſe, were not neceſſa 
32 Then what is the fault of the Church of Rome? 
Not that ſhee requireth worłes at their handes which 
ill bee ſaued: but that ſhee attributeth vnto workes a 
ower of ſatisfying God for ſin; yea a vertue to merite 
oth grace here, and in heaven glotice That this over- 
throweth the foundation of faith, Igrant willingly; 
hat it is a ditect denying thereof, Ivtterlydeniewhar 
it is to hold, and what directly to deny the foundation 
of faith, L haue already opened. Apply it particularly to 
chis eauſe, and there ne edes no more adooe. The thing 
which is handled, if the forme, vnder which it is hand- 
led, be added therevnto, it ſheweththe foundation of 
any doctrine whatſoever. li iſt is the matter whereof 
the doctrine of the Goſpell treateth; and it treateth · of 
Chriſt, as of a Saviour. Salvation therefore by Chriſt is 
the foundation of Chriſtianitie: as for works they are a 
thing ſubordinate, no otherwiſe then becauſe our fan. 
' Rificationcaunotbe accompliſhed without them; the 
doctrine concerning them is a thing builded vpon tlie 
- Q £ | 


foun- 
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(53) | 
found ation 3 thereſore the doctrine, which addeth vnto 
them the power ot ſatisfying or of meriting addeth vnto 
a thing ſubordinated, builced vpon the foundation, not 
to the very foundation it ſelfe: yer is the foundaris by this 
addition conſequently overthrowne, for as much as out 
ofthis additiõ, ĩt may be negatiuely concluded; He which 
maketh any worke good) and acceptable in the ſight of 
God:to proceede from the naturall freedome of our wilz 
he which giueth vnto any good workes of ours, the force 
of latisfying the wrath of God for ſin, the power of me- 
rir ng eirher earthhy orheavenlyrewardsz he which hold. 


eth workes, going before dur vocation, in congruity to Seetal 
merite our vocation, wocdees followin erf, to N — 
it our ſecond iuſtification, and by condignitis our laſt re —— 1 i 
ward in che kingdom of heaven; pulteth vprhevioAtine poriem dd. 
of fuich by the roots; for out uf every of theſe theplaine'® (ram 
direct deniall thereoſ may bee necellardiecdcudel. Not 25 v3 my 
thisonly, but what other hereſie is there, that doth not conſiri. 114 
raz&theveryfoundation of faith by conſequent? How be 5 fl 4- 


nexa c con © 


it ve make a diſferẽce of fiereſies acebumting them in the corporate 

next degree to inſidelitie, which directly denie any one r 

thing to be, which is expreſſy acknowledged in thearti · as 2 
cles of ourbelicte;for out of any one article ſo deniediche v ſſi. & qui 
deniallofthevery ſoudation it ſelfe is ſtrei tway interd. , nen, 
As for exampleziſ a man ſhould ſay, Ther i v Catholile & verit alias 
Ghurch;iefolloweth immediatly therevpon, that this Ieſus naa. 


unte one citcumciſed hatiõ. In the ſecond ranckwe 
oth 1 G 
9 ä 


plac 


ace 
them 


father himſelfe,He that hath not the ſoune 


5 [50 | 
them,out of whoſe poſitions the deniall of any the fore. 
ſaid arcicles may bee with like facilitie concluded: ſuch as 
are they, which haue denied either the Divinitie of Chriſt 


with Hebion,or with Marcion his Humanitie; an example 


whereof may bee that of Caſianus defending the incar- 
nation of the ſonne of God , againſt Veflorins Biſhop of 
Antioch,which held, that the Virgin, when ſhee brought 
fortli Chriſt,did not br ing forth the ſonne of God, buta 
ſole and a meere man: out of which hereſie the deniall of 


Lik.6 A che articles of the Chriſtian faith he deduceth thus: ibu 
cars Dom, 40ſt deny our Lord leſus Chriſt; in denying the ſonne thou cãg 


not chooſe but deny the father: for according to the voice of the 

oth not the father. 
wherefore denying lum mhuebas begotten , thou denieſt lum 
which doth beget «Againe denying the ſonne of God to haue 
beene borne in the fieſh lum canft chan beleene him to hene ſufa 
fereddbelecuing not bis paſſion , what remaineth,but that thou 
deny his reſurrettion? For we beleene him not raiſed , except we 
firſt belerue him dead-neither ran the reeſon of bis riſing fam 


' « the dead ſtand without thefaithof his death going before, The 


deniallof hu death and paſſion inferreth the denial of bis rifing 


rom the deprhQmhereupon it followeth that thou alſo deny his 
19 lt af firmeth that bee which: * 


aſcenſion into heauene The 

aſcended Aid firft deſtend , ſo chat as much as Lieth in thee au- 
Lord lefws Chriſt hath neither riſen from the depth, n © aſtt- 
ded into heaven nar ſitteth at the right hand oda the father, 


_ meitherſball he come at the dayof the final account which is lo- 


ted for nor [hall rudge the quick and drad. And daveſtthow 7 


ſet foot in — thon thinke thy ſelfe a Biſhop wiẽ 


thaw haſt denied all thoſe things , whereby thou ab obtzine a 


' Biſboply calling? N efterize confeſſed all the articles of the 


Creed 


: (55) : 
Creed but his opiniõ did implythedeniall of every 
olſhis confeſſion. Nereſies rye re thirdforr; foch 
as the Church of Rome maintaineth;which bee removed 
by a greater diſtance from the foũdatiõ, although indeed 
they overthrow it. Vet becauſe of that weaknes,whichthe 
Philoſopher noteth in mens eapacities, vyhẽ he ſaith, that 
the common ſort cannot ſee things, which follow in rea- 
ſon,when they follow as it were a far ofby many deducti- 
onsʒz therefore the repugnancy of ſuch hereſy and the foũ- 
dation is not fo quickly or fo eaſihy found, hut that an he 
reticke of this, ſooner then of the former kind. may direct - 
ly grant, & conſequently nevertheleſſe, deny the foundati- 
on of faz. | 
33. - If reaſon bee ſuſpected, triall will ſhew that the 
Church of Rome doth no otherwiſe by teaching the do- 
ctrine ſtiee doth teach concerning good workes, Offer 
them the very fundamentall words: & what man is there, 
that will refuſe to ſubſcribe vnto them? Can they directhy 
grant, and directly deny one and the very ſelfeſame thing? 
Our own proceedings in diſputing againſt their works ia- 
tis factory, and meritorious, doe ſne not only, that they 
hold, but that we acknowledge them to hold the founda- 
tion, notwithſtanding theit opiniõ. For are not theſe our 
arguments againſt them? Chxviſt alone hath ſatisfied cpappea- 
ed bis Fathers wrath:Chriſt hath mori ted ſalvatis alone; We 
ſhould do fondly to vie ſuch diſputes, neither could wee 
thinke to prevaile by them, if that wherevpon we ground, 
were a thing vhich we know they do not hold ,which we 
are aſſured they will not grant. Their very anſwers to all 
ſuch reaſons as are in this oõtroverſy brought againſt the, 
will not permit vs to doubt 3 they hold the foun · 
FOE 2 dati- 


| | (65) 
dation, ot no. Can any man that hathrzeadtheirbdoks cõ- 
cerning this matter, be ignorant how they draw all heir 
anſwers vnto theſe heads ? That the remifſeonef all our ſins; 
the pardon of all whatſoever puniſhments thereby deſer ved, tho 
rewards which God hath laid vp in heaven , axe bythe blood of 
dur Lord leſus Chriſt purchaſed, and obtained (ufficientlyfor 
all men: but for no man cffettually,for his benefit in particular, 
except the blood of Chriſt be applied particularly 'untohim ,by 

ſuch meant as God hath appointed that to worke by. That thoſe 
meanes of themſelues, being but dead things ; oncly the blood of 
Chriſtis that whichputteth life force, and efficatie in them to 
wor ke, and to be available, each:in bis kinge tooar ſalvatian. 
Finally, that grace being purchaſed for vs by the bloodofChriſt 
E ffeely without any merit or deſert at the firſt beſtowed upon 
vs the good things-whichwe do, aſten grace recerued,be thereby 
made ſatis factory, go meritorious. Some of their ſentences, 
to this effect, l muſt alleage for mine oun warrant. If wee 
| deſire to heare forraine iudgements, wee ſinde in one this 

2 F confeſſion; He that cauld reckon how many the vrrtues c mes 

dir.c.laft.z. ri5.of aur Saviour Ieſus Chriſt hane been, might likewiſe ns 

© derſland hom many the benefits haue beene that are rocome to 
vs by bimsfor ſo much as men are made partakers of them alby_ _ 
meanes of his paſſou:by bim is giuen vnto vs remiſſion of our 
ſins,grace-gloryiberty praiſe ſalvation; redemption juſt ificae 
tion, iuſtice, ſat i faction, ſacraments merits, c al other things 

which we had, & were behonefull for our ſalvation. In another 

we haue theſe oppoſitions, and anſwers made vnto them; 

Panigarola 4% grace is giuen by C hriſ{t 27 ts, True, but not exeept Chriff 


| leut. ll. leſas be applied, He is the propitiatis for our ſins, by his ſtripes 


pe are healehe bath offered himſelfe wp for vs:allthis is true; 
but opply it:we put all ſati faction in the blood of leſws Chriſty 
jt | | | bat 
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but we hold that the meanerwhich Chrift bath appointed for wy 
in this caſe toapplyit are our penal war bes. Our Countrims 
in Rhemes, make the like anſwer, that they ſeeke ſalyation Annot in 
no other way. then by the blood of Chriſtʒ& that humbly i. Iich i. 
they doe vſe prayers, faſtings, almes, faith, charitie, ſacri - 
fice, ſacraments, Prie ſts, only as the meanes appoint edby 
Chciſt;ro apply the benefit o his holy blood vnto thems 
touching our good works;thatin their own natur es they 
are not meritorious, nor anſwerable to the ioys ofheavẽs 
it commeth by the grace of Chriſt; :8&nor ofthe worke it 
ſelfe, that we laue bywel 2 a tight to heauen, and de- 
ſerue it worthily. If any man thinłe that Iſeeke tovarniſh 
their opinions: to ſet the better foot ofa lame cauſe fore- 
moſt: let him now, that ſince began throughly to vnder 
ſtand their meaning, I. haue found their halting greater, 
then pirhaps it ſeemeth to them which knowenorthe 
dcepneſſe of Satan, as the bleſſed Divine ſpeaketh. For al- 
though this be prooke ſufficienit, that they do not directly 
deny the foundation of faith: yet if there were no other 
leaven in the whole lumpe of their docttine but this this 
were ſufficient to proue, that their doctrine is not agreea · 
ble vnto the foundation of Chriſtian faith. The Pelagians 
being over great friends vnto nature, made themſelues e. 
nimies vnto grace, for all their coufeſſing, that men haue 2 
their ſoules, and all che faculties thereof, their wils, and all 
the abilitie of their wils from God. And is not thechurch 
of Rome ſtill an adverſarie vnto Chriſts merits, becauſe of 
her acknowledging that wee haue receiued the power of 0 
meriting by the blood of ChriſtꝰSr homas More, ſetteth 
downethe oddes betweene vs andthe Church of Rome, In bizbook | 
inthe matter of works thus, Like as wee grant them that ns — 8 
| N 63 . Cao 4 


" + whoſe commandement he workech , Contrariwiſe theit 
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. 147 is rewerdable in bens of bis owne mature, 
ut 


throagh the meere goodneſſe of God that liſt to ſet ſohigh s 
price vpas ſo pvorra thing; and that thit price God(etzerh 
through Chriſts paſſion, and for that alſo they be his own works 
with vit für good works to God-ward worketh no man, without 
God worde in lim e as we grant the alſo, that no men may be 


proud vf bir wers, for his imperfett working.and for that in al 


that mi may do, be can do God no good, but is a ſervãt vnproſf - : 
table of doth but 61s baredutie ʒ as wee, ſay grant vnto them 
theſerhingriſo this one thing,or twaine, doe they grant vs a. 


gu ine, that men are bound to work good works if they haue time 
aud power and that who ſo worbet 


in true faith moſt, ſball ber 
rewerded;but then ſet they thereto, that all hu rewardes 
ſbailbe given him for his faith alone, & nothing for his works 
at all brtaufe his faith is the thing they ſay,that forceth him to 
work wol. I ſee by this of S,Thomas More, holw eaſie it is for 
men of the greateſt capacitie, to miſtake things written or 
as well on the one ſide as on the other. Their do- 


Arriae, as he thought, maketh the work of mi rewardable 


in the world to come, through the goodnes of God who 
ir pleaſed to ſet ſo high a price vpõ ſo poor a thing: & ours 


that a man doth receiue that eternal & high reward, not 


for his workes, but for his faiths fake, by which he wor. 
kerh: whereas in truth our doctrine is no other then that 


ve haue haue learned at the feet of Chriſt , namely, chat 


God doth iaftific the beleeving man, yet not for the wor: 
chines of his beliefe, but for the worthlines of him which 
is beleeved; God tewardeth abundantly every one which 
worketh, yet not for any metitorious dignity, which is, or 
enn be in the worle, but through his meere mercy, by 


do- 


(15) | 
doctrine is, that as pure waterofieſelfe hath no ſavor, hut 
if it paſſe through a ſweet pipe: it n of 
the pipe through which it paſſeth 2 ſo, gh before 
pipe tn ; f 
grace received, our workes do neither ſatisſie, nor merit; 
yet after, they do boch he one and the other. Every vertu- 
.ous action hath then powet in ſuch to ſatisſie, that if we 
our ſelues cõmit no mortal ſin, no hainous crime where 


Works of 


vpon to ſpend this treaſurt of ſatisfaction in our one be · ſuperero- 
halfe, it turneth to the benefit of other mens releaſe, on gation. - 


whome it ſhall pleaſe the ſteward of the houſe of God to 

beſtow itzſo that we may ſatisſie for our ſelues and others, 
but merit only for our ſelues. In meriting, dur actions doe 

worke with twWO hands; with one they get their morning 
ſtipend, the increale of grace; wich the other their cvEi 
hire, the everlaſting erowne of glorie. Indeede they teach 
that our good works doe not theſe chings, as they come 
from vs hut as they come from grace iavs;which grace in 
vs is another thing in theit div initie, thẽ is the meer good - 
neſſe of Gods mercy towards vs n Chriſt Ieſus. 
34 If it were not a ſtrong deluding ſpirit, Which hath 
poſſeſſion of their harts: were it poſſible, but that they- 
ſhould ſee, how plai y they dos herein gaine · ſaie the ve- 
ry ground of Apoſtolique faith : Is chis thad ſalvation by 
grace hereof fo plentifull mention is made in the fri 
cures of Godꝰ Was this their maaning, Which firſt taught 
the world to loołe for ſalvatiõ onely by Chriſt? Bygracc, 
the Apoſtle ſaith, and by grace in ſuch ſort as a gifts thing 
chat commeth not oſ our ſelues, nor of ourwaiksjleftany - 
man ſnould boaſt, and ſay, I haue wrowght autem omne ſalua· 
tion. By grace they canfeſſeʒbut by grace in ſort, that as 
man as eare the diademe ofbliſſe, they weare nothing 

6 8 0 | burt 
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but what they haue wonne.The Apoſtle, 


as if he had fore 


ſeene, how the chureh of Rome would abuſe the o-rld in 
time by ambiguaus termes, to declate in what ſenſethe 
name of grace muſt be taken, when wee male it the cauſe 
of our ſalvation: ſaith, Hes ſaved vs according to his mere: 
which mercy although it exclude net the waſhing 
new birth the renuing of our hearts by the holy Ghoſt, 
the meanes, the vertues, the duties, which God requiroch 


of our 


of their hands whichfhall be ſaved, yet is it ſo repugnant 


vnto merits, that to ſay we are ſaued for the worthines of 
any thing which is ours, is co deny we are ſaved byprace, 
Grace beſtoweth freely: & therefore iuſtly requireth the 


glory of that which is beſtowed, Wee deny the grace of 
our Lord leſus Chriſtzwe abuſe, diſanull, & annihilate the 
benefit of his bitter paſſion: if we reſt in theſe proud ma- 
ginations, that life is deſervedly ours, that we merit it, and 


that we are worthy of it. 


35 - Hobeit conſidering how many vertuous& iuſt 
men; ho many Saints, how many Martyres, how mary 
of the ancient fathers of the chutch, haue hadtheir ſund: y 


perilous opinions,andamongſt ſundry of their opinions, 


this, chat they hoped to make good ſome part of amends 
lot their fins,bythe voluntarie puniſhmenrs which they 


| hidyponthemſclucsbecauſeby a conſequent it may fol· 


low herevpon;thattheywereiniurious vnto Chriſt: ſhall 
wethereforemake ſuch deadly epitaphes & ſet them vp- 
on their graues; They denied the foundation of faith directiy; 
they are damned there is no ſalvation for themd S. Auſtin ſaĩth 
ofhimſelfe. Errare poſſum hereticweſſe-nols, Aud encept 
we put a difference betweene them that erre, & them that 
obſtinatly perſiſt in errour: how isir poſſible, that ever any 

| man 


n 


L 
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man fhould hope to be ſaued ? Surely in this caſe, I haue 
no reſpect of any petſon aliue or dead. Giue me a man of 
what ſtate or condition ſoever, yea a Cardinal, ora Pope,” * 
whom io the extreame point of his life affliction hath 
made to knowehimfclfe,whoſe heart God hath touched 
wich true ſorrow forall his ſinnes, and filled with loue to. 
wards the Goſpell of Chriſt;whole eies are opened to ſee 


dhe truch, and his mouth to renounce all hereſie and errot 
any wiſe oppoſit therevnto ʒ this one opinion of merits 


exccpted; he thinketh God will require at his hands, and 
becauſe he wanteth, therefore trembleth and is diſcouras: 
gedzlt may be, l am forgetfull, and vnskilfull not furniſhed 
with things new and old, as a wile learned Scribe ſnould 


be; nor able to alleage that wherevnto, il it were alleaged, 


hedoth heare a mind moſt willing to yeeld, and ſo to bee 
recalled as well from this, as from other errors. And ſhall 
Ithinlee becauſe of tlris only errot, that ſuch a man touch · 
eth not ſo much as the hemme of Chriſta garmentꝰ if hee 
doe, Whetefore ſhould not I Haue hope bat vertu may 
raceed from Chiriſt to ſaue him? Becauſe luis errbur dotir 
—— overthrowhis faith? Shall I thereforecaſt 


him off as one that hath vtte caſtof Ghiiſt ? ont that · 


holdet h not ſo muchas hy a ſleuder thredꝰ No, Iwillnot 
be afraid to ſay vnto a Pope or Cardinal in tlris plight be oi 
gogdcomſert ve haue to doe with a mercifull God rae; 


* 


. the beſtof a little which We hold well; and 


avich þcaptious ſophiſiet which gachereth the worſt feat 
aut of every thing Vherein wwe erre· Is: there any reaſon lat d 
chat I ſtouſd be ſuſpected, or you offẽded for this ſpeechꝰ iet ine mat 


Als it u dangerous ching co imagine; char ſuch men may fen indife- 
find mexey? I 8 we ſhall thinier it confdercd = 
DOS. | 40 
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ableſſed ching to heare hat if our ſins were thefinnesof 


the hopes and Cardinals; thebowels of themercy of God 
are larger. I doe not propoſe vnto you a Pope with the 
neck otan Emperour vnder his feetza Cardinall riding his 


huorſe to the bridle in the blood of Saints: but a Pope or 
Cardin ul, ſorrov full, penitent, diſrobedyſti rnot only of 


vſurped power, but allo delivered and recald fromerrout; 
Antichriſt converted and lying proſtrate at the foote of 
Chriſt: and ſhall I thinł that Chriſt will ſpurn at himꝰ And 


| | ſhalllcrofſcandgainſaiethe mereifull promiſes of God 


generally made vnto penitent ſinners, by oppoſing the 


name ofa Pope, ofa Cardinall? What difference is there 


in the world betweene a Pope and a Cardinal, & john Style 


inthis caſerlf we thinłe it impoſſible for them, aſten they 
be once come within that ranke, to bee afterwards tou. 


ched with any ſuch remorſe, let that be granted. I he Apo 


ſtle ſaith, /I ar an Angel p̃um henden preach vnto, Cc. Let 


it be as likely that S. Paule or an Angell from heavẽ ſhould: 
h hereſie, as that a Pope or a Cardinall hould bee 
tought ſo farre forth toacknowledge the truth: yet ifa 
Pope or Cardinall ſnould, what find we in their perſons, 
why they might nat be ſaved ? It is not the e 
will ſay, but the errour, wherein ] ſuppoſe them to dye, : 


_. whichexcluderhthemfromthehopeofmercy; the opi- 


nion of merirsdothrake away all poſſibilitie of lalvation 
from the: What, if they hold it only as an error?falthouph- 


they hold the truthtruelie and ſyncerely in all other a 


of Chriſtian faithꝰalthough they haue in ſome meaſue al 


the vertues and graces of theſpirit , all other tokens of 
Gods elect children in themfalthough they be farre from 


ha ing any proud preſumptuous opinion chat they ſh 


be 
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beuedby the worthineſſe of their deeds? although the 
only thing which troubleth and moleſteth them, be but a 
little too much deiection; ſomewhat too great afeare;i- 
ſing from an erronedus conceipt, that God will require a 
worthineſſe in them which they are grieved to find wan. 
ting in themſclues although they be not obſtinate in this 

perſwaſionꝰ although they be willing and would bee glad 
to forſake it, if anie one reaſon were brought ſufficient to 

diſproue it? although the only let, hy they doe not for- 

ſake it yer chey die, bee the ignorance of the meanes, by 

which it might be diſprouedꝰ although the cauſe why the 

ignorance in this point is not remoued, bee the want of 
knowledge in ſuch as ſhould bee able, and are not, to re- 


moue it? Let me die, if ever it be proved, that ſimply an er- 


rour doch exclude a Pope or a Cardinallin ſuch a caſe vtter / 
ly from hope of life. Surely, l muſt confeſſe vnto you, ifit 
be an errour, that God may be mereifull to ſaue men, even 
when they erre: my greateſt comfort is my errourʒ were it 
not for the loue I beare vnto this errour, Iwould never 
wiſh to ſpeałke nor to liue. ee 

36 Wherefore, to reſume that mother ſenteuce, 
wherof } little thought that ſo much trouble would haue 
growne;/ doubt not but that God was mereifull to ſaue thon- + 
ſends of our fathers living in Popiſhſuperſtitions , in as much 
as they ſiuned ignorantly:alas\whatbloudie matter is there 
contained in this ſentence, that it ſhould bean occaſion of 
ſo many hard cenſures? Did I ſaie that rhoaſards of onr fa. 


t hers might beſaved? ] haue ſhewed which way it cannot 


be denied. Did I ſaie, 7 doubt not but they were ſaned?] ſee no 
impietie in this petſwaſion though ] had no reaſon for it. 
Did] ſaie, their ignorant doth make mee hope they did finde 


ofvnderſtanding, As much is confeſſed by fun 


come of other men. And fearing leaſt that ſuch queſtibns 
ies | : as 


„ ene - 
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merry and ſa were ſaued What hindretł ſalvation · but ſinꝰ 
Sinnes are not equall: and ignorance, though it doth not 
make to be no ſinne, yet ſecing it did make their ſinne tlie 


lefle,why.hould it not male our hope concerning their 


life, the greater? Wee pittie the moſt, and doubt not, but 


God hath moſt compaſſion over them that ſin for want 
dry others, 


almoſt in the ſelte ſame words which haue vſed. It is hut 
only my evill hap, that the ſame ſentences which ſavour 


verity in other mens bookes,ſhould ſeeme to bolſter here - 


fie when they are once by me recited. If Ibee deceiued in 
this point, not they, hut che hleſſed Apaoſtle hath deceiued 


me. What ] ſaid of others, the ſame hefaid of himſelfe, / 


obtaine mer cy for I did it i gnorantly. Conſtrue his words, & 
you cannot miſconſtrue mine. ] ſpeake no otherwiſe, ] 
meant no otherwiſe then he did e 


ſo fit an occaſion, as was offered me, handling the wei 


tie cauſes ofſeparation betweene the Church of Rome & 


vs, and the weake motiues which are commonly brought 
to retaine men in that ſocictie.z.amongſt which motiues, 
the examples of our Fathers deceaſed is one, although] 


faw it convenient to vtter the ſentence, which Idid to the 
endd chat all men might thereby vnderſtand, how vntruly 


we are ſaid to condemne as many as haue beene before vs 
otherwiſe perſwaded then we our ſelues areʒyet more the 


chat one ſentence. ] did nodthinke it eupedient to verery 


wdging it a great deale meeter for ys to haue regard to 
our owe eſtate, thento ſift over euriouſly , whatis he- 


1 


37 Thus haue] brought be queſtiõ coneerning our | 
Fathers, at the length vnto an end. Of whoſe eſtate vpon 
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| wtheſe,ifvoluntarily they ſhould be tos ſare wadedin, 


becauſe = they helped: nat the = Lord, they belptd him not 4+ 
gainſt the mighr ie. If l ſnould not only not helpe the Lord 


ocherwiſe, and content my ſelfe with tho lot that hach be- 
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might ſeeme worth y of that rebuke, which our Saviour 
thonghenecdfull in a caſe not vnlilenstiat in th vo tic 
when I was forced much beſide mine expectation, tor. 
der a reaſon of my ſpeech, l could not but yeeld at the call 
of others, and proceed ſo farre as bound me, forthe 
fuller ſatisfying of minds. Wherein L haue walked as with 
reverence,fo with feate: with reverenoe, in regard of our 
Fathers, which lived in former times; . not be 
conſidering them that are aliuer 
38. lam not ignorant, how ready menare to feed & 
both vp themſelues in evill. Shall I, will the man ſay that 
loueth the preſent world more then he louech Chril bal 
Iincurre the high diſpleaſure ofthe mightieſt vpon earth? 
ſhall Lhazard my goods? endanger my eſtateꝭ put my ſelſe 
in ieopardie, rather then to yeeld to that, which ſo many 
of my fathers embraced, and yet ſound favour in the fight! 
of God?Curſe Aerox, ſaith tho Lord, curſe ber inhabitats, ludg. 3.23. 


againſt the mightie, but help to ſtrengthen them chat are 

mighty, againſt the Lord:worthily might J fall vnder the 

burden of that curſe; worthie Iwere to beare my owne 
iudgement. But if the doctrine which I teach, bee a flower \ 
gathered in the garden of the Lord; a part ofthefayin 

truth ofthe Goſpellz from whenee notwyichſtanding poi · 

ſoned creatures doe ſucke venime: Ican but wiſhãt were 


fallen me, the tather becauſe it hath not befallꝭ me alone. 
S. Paule teached a truth, and a comfortable truth, when ho 

taught, that the greater our eee ; 
0 | | 3, . 1qUi-- 
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iquities. thereadieristhe mercy of God ſor our releaſ⸗ 

{ weſceke vnto him, the more we haue ſinned, the more 
praiſe, and glory and honour, vnto him that pardonech 
our ſinne. Butmarke what led collections were made 
berevpon by ſome. hythen am I condemned for a ſinnerꝰ & 
che Apoſtleſ as we are blamed, and as ſome affirme that 

. welayywhy doe we not evill that good may cone of 12) he was 

accuſed to teach that which ill diſpoſed men did gather 
by his teaching, though it were cleane not only beſides, 
but againſt his meaning. The Apoſtle addeth, Their con- 
 demmation{whichthus doe is int. I am not haſly to ap- 
ply ſentences of condemnation. I with from mine heart 
their converſion, whoſoeverare thus perverſely affected. 
For I muſt needs jay, their caſe is fearefull, their eſtate di- 
gerous hic harden themlelues, preſuming on the mer- 
cy of God towards others. It is true that God is mercifulʒ 
but let vs beware of preſumptuous ſinnes. God delivered 
nah from the bottome of the ſea;will you therefore caſt 
ydur ſelues headlonꝑ from the tops of rocks, and ſayin 
your hearts, God ſhall deliver vs? Hee pittieth the blinde 
chat would gladly ſeebut will he pittie him, that may ſee 
- &hardneth himſelfe in blindneſſe? No. Chriſt hath ſpoke 
coo much vnto you ,toclaime the priviledge of your Fa. 


39 As for vs that haue handledthis cauſe cõcerning 9 
| f | the condition of our Fathers,whetheritbe this thing, or 
any other which we bring vnto you, the counſell is good 
wich the wiſe man giueth, Stand thou faſt in thy (ure vn- 
deritanding in the way and knowledge of the Lord, and base 
but one manner of word, and follow the word of peace & righ- 
rrow{neſſe, As a looſe tooth is agtiefe to him chat 2 
24h E ſo 
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ſo doth a wavering aridvnſtable ward in ſpeech, that ten- 
deth to inſtruction, offend: Shall a wiſe mam ſprekewords df 
the wind, faith Eliphas light, vnconſtant, vnſtable wordes? 
Surely the wiſeſt may ſpeake words of the winde, ſuch is 
the vntoward conſtitution of our nature, that we do nei- 
ther ſo perfectly vnderſtand the way and knowledge of 
the Lord. nor fo ſtedfaſtly imbrace it;whe it is vnderſtood 
nor ſo graciouſſy vtter it, hen it is imbracedʒnor ſo peace 
ably maintaine it, when it is vtteredʒbut that the beſt of us 
are overtaken fometimes through blindneſſe, ſometimes 
through haſtineſſe, ſometime through impatience, ſome- 
time through other paſſions of the minde, wherevnto 
(God doth knowe we are too ſubiect. Wee muſt there- 
fore bee contented hoth to pardon others, and to craue 
that others muſt pardon vs for ſuch things. Let no man 


that ſpeaketh as a man, think himſelſe, whiles he liverh, al: 
vwaies freed from ſcapes and overſights in his ſpeech. The 


things themſelues which -J. haue ſpoken vnto youare 
ſoũd, how ſoever they haue ſeemed otherwifevaro. ſome: 


at whoſe hands } haue in that reſpect receiued iniurie. J 


willingly forget it: although indeed conſidering the bene- 
fit which 1 haue reaped vs ſpeeeh oftruth, 
I rather incline to that of the Apoſtle , They baut nat inin- 
red me at all, J haue cauſe to wiſh them as many bleſſinge 
in the kingdome of heaven, as they haue forced mee to vt · 
ter words and ſyllables in this cauſe; wherein] could not 
be more ſparing of ſpeech then ] haue beene. It becom. 
meth no man, faith St ſerome, to be patient in the crime of he. 
reſſe. Patient, as] take it, wee ſhouldbeealwaies, though 
the crime of hereſie were intended;burfilent in a thing of. 
ſo great conſequence ] couldnot, b eloued] durſt not b 
_ elpe- 
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being hereby ſomurhat called in queſtiõ. Wheteof j be- 
ſeech them in the meckneſſe of Chriſt, that haue been the 
ſirſt originall cauſe xo conſider that a watchman may cry 
{anenimic)when indeed a friend cometh, In which cauſe, 
as I deeme fuck a watehmã more worthy to be loued for 
his cate; then milliked for his errour: ſo ] haue iudged ic 
my per nr in this, as much as in me lyeth, to take a- 
way all ſuſpicion ofany vnfriendly intent or meaninga- 
2 che truth from which,Goddothknowe', myheart 
1 , | 


40 No to you 5 beloved, . ich have heard theſe 
things, will vſe no other words of admonition;thEthoſe 


whichare offered me hy St amtes, My brethren lune not tir 
reſpect of perſont. Vrcate 


Faith ef our glorioui Lord leſun in 


not now to learne chat as ofit ſelle it is not hurtſull . fo 
neither ſhould it bee to any ſeandalous and offenſiua in 


interpretation, and Ap 
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